
The coming budget cuts. 
See page 14.
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By William Dudley

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE –In 
back-to-back games 

at the Grossmont College 
Gym, the women’s and 
men’s basketball teams both 
managed to cap their 2010-
2011 seasons with hard-
fought triumphs.

The Lady Griffins defeated 
San Diego City College in 
the 5:00 p.m. game 83-74. 
The win gave them an 11-1 
Pacific Coast Conference 
record and a tie for first 
place in the conference with 
Southwestern College.

In the second game, the 
men’s team survived a 
comeback effort by San 
Diego Mesa College to win 
a squeaker, 75-74 and finish 
the season with five wins.

Guards Ariel Meek and 
Nichole Harris led a bal-
anced team scoring attack 
for the Lady Griffins with 
18 and 19 points respec-
tively. Center Jacara Rob-
erts led all teams with 12 
rebounds, while forward 
Chelsea Maurer contrib-
uted 12 points, seven 
rebounds, and one big play 
— a key pressure steal and 
score that put the Griffins 
ahead 72-63 after City 
College had crept back 
within striking distance af-
ter trailing by double digits 
for much of the game.

Coach Karen Caires ex-
pressed great pride in her 
team after the game and 
their position as co-cham-
pion of the Pacific Coast 
Conference for the second 
year in a row.

The second game offered 

a more thrilling ending. 
Mesa trailed the Griffins 
for most of the second 
game, but managed to 
retake the lead with three 
minutes left. The remainder 
of the contest featured a 
half-dozen  one-point lead 
changes until Reynard Rice 
charged down the court and 

drew a controversial foul 
and two free throws with 
3.8 seconds remaining.

In his first attempt, Rice 
managed to get the ball to 
bounce two or three times 
on the rim before it fell 
in the basket. His second 
throw went in with less 
fuss and provided the 
game winning margin.

Asked after the game if 
he had ever been in such 
a situation (for real), Rice 
said no. But he did say he 
felt very good taking the 
free throws despite miss-
ing earlier ones.

Dudley is editor-in-chief of the 
GC Summit. He may be contacted 
at williamd@gcsummit.com.

Grossmont basketball teams close regular 
seasons by beating S.D. City, S.D. Mesa

What’s your ideal first 
date? See page 11.

Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor

Coach Karen Caires cheers her team on.                      Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor
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The Grossmont College women’s tennis team poses for an off-the-court picture by Stephen  
Harvey. They play their second home match today (Feb. 24) against Palomar College at 2:00 
p.m., weather permitting.  Next Thursday, March 3, they will host Cuyamaca.

GROSSMONT WOMEN’S TENNIS

Men’s Volleyballers can definitely jump

Jose Mendoza (#8) demonstrated his 40-inch vertical jump during an interconference match against Los Angeles Pierce College on February 12 in Santa Monica. Grossmont won the first two 
games, only to lose the final three games and with them, the match.        Photo by Fred Featherstone | Grossmont College Men’s Volleyball Coach

Photo by Stephen Harvey | Grossmont College Photographer

Thank you 
for picking up 
the first 2011 
print issue of 
the Grossmont 
Summit. On 
behalf of my-

self, my staff, contributors, 
and instructors, I hope you 
find the pictures and stories 
fun to consume and nutri-
tious for your brain as well. 

Grossmont’s newspaper is 
your newspaper, and not 
just because you have a 
copy in your hand.  Our 
small but mighty staff 
(listed on this page) have 
worked extremely hard  to 
produce something that in-
forms and edifies the whole 
Grossmont community 
through real journalism.  

Ideally this requires an active 
readership. Here are a few 
things you could do to make 
the Summit your newspaper.

Check out our website at 
www.gcsummit.com.  Pretty 
much every day you will 
find something new – a 
sports story, news of a col-
lege event, a photo essay, or 
a video feature – that will 
inform you of something 
interesting happening on or 
affecting Grossmont College. 

Subscribe to our web edition 
by giving us your email ad-
dress (link on the homepage 
of www.gcsummit.com.

If you like what you read 
here or (especially) what you 
read online, share it with 
your friends, both real and 
those of Facebook. 

Tell us what you think. 
Leave a comment on one of 
our stories online, or send 
me an email at williamd@
gcsummit.com.  It is my 
hope that gcsummit.com will 
provide a forum for ongoing 
debates and conversations 
among Grossmont commu-
nity members. Your response 
may well be featured in our 
next print issue!

Contribute an article or 
a picture.  We welcome 
submissions and story ideas 
from Grossmont students, 
faculty, and staff.  (Faculty 
member Karl Flores recently 
contributed an interesting 
article about Facebook; 
the article can be found 
by searching for Flores on 
www.gcsummit.com 

Come visit us on Thurs-
day at 1 p.m. at Building 
20,room 213, tell us what 
you want covered, and see 
the class in action.

Keep tuned in for more 
surprises and features in 
coming issues.

WILLIAM 
DUDLEY

A note from the editor-in-chief
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By Angela Streeper

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE– 
Every student 
has heard the 
rumors: “Gross-

mont is cutting classes; 
the school is over budget, 
and several students are 
not getting the classes they 
need to graduate.”  Al-
though these are just ‘ru-
mors’, they are not exactly 
untrue. 

What is Grossmont plan-
ning to cut? Is your class 
in danger? Though specif-
ics have not been stated, 
at the Feb. 7 Academic 
Senate meeting some ideas 
were given. “All in all, 
we are expecting to cut 
about 3% across all depart-
ments,” said Tim Flood, 
the VP of facilities. 

Since last year, Grossmont 
has cut hundreds of classes 

from its schedule. 

Like many colleges in the 
state, Grossmont is strug-
gling with a budget cri-
sis. Currently, the school 
is over capacity by 961 
students.  This means there 
are currently 961 people for 
whom there are no funds. 

“Though we are looking at 
many different scenarios, 
they range from bad to 
worse,” said Flood. 
Statewide budget cuts from 
Governor Jerry Brown 
present the Grossmont-
Cuyamaca  Community 
College District (GCCCD)
with a spectrum of possible 
loss: 2,000 students will be 
left out of Grossmont’s Fall 
2011 semester, if the dis-
trict budget has a shortfall 
of $4.6 million; whereas 
5,000 students will be left 
out if  $12.6 million in cuts 
are required.

There are a few items that 
could help to keep the defi-
cit towards the low end.  In 
June, there is a proposed 
tax package.  Though 
some Californians believe 
these are new taxes, they 
are actually just time ex-
tensions on the taxes and 
temporary tax hikes which 
are already in place.

The tax package could 
help, but Californians do 
not like taxes.  These taxes 
include personal income 
taxes, sales taxes and 
more.  The revenue will 
be disbursed among local 
governments. 

Along with this package, 
Governor Brown is pro-
posing a suspension of 
Proposition 98, which was 
set up to gurantee certain 
levels of funding for edu-
cation.

If Prop 98 gets suspended 

and the June tax package 
does not pass, Grossmont 
Community College Dis-
trict  will be looking at the 
high-end budget deficit of 
over $12.6 milion. With 
all that said, budget cuts 
are coming and they will 
cause student cuts. 

At Grossmont, if classes 
are not filling up, or there 
are multiple sections of the 
same subject, they will be 
cut.  At the Academic Sen-
ate meeting on Monday, 
Flood asked all faculty to 
look into their own classes 
and make suggestions.  

The decision has not been 
finalized on whether to cut 
Summer classes altogether 
or just reduce the amount 
offered.  However, it is 
definite that, regardless 
of what happens over the 
summer, cuts will definite-
ly be noticed by the Fall 
2011 schedule. 

Academic Senate discusses upcoming class cuts
By Russell Lindquist

GROSSMONT COL-
LEGE – The President 
of Egypt, Muhammad 
Hosni Sayyid Mubarak 
has stepped down, after 
nearly three decades of 
what plenty consider 
to have been a corrupt 
dictatorship.

According to Human 
Rights Watch, “(this 
event) belongs to the 
people of Egypt as they 
celebrate a great tri-
umph in their struggle 
for freedom, dignity and 
human rights against 
decades of repression 
and corruption.”

President Obama said 

the following: “The 
people of Egypt have 
spoken. Their voices 
have been heard and 
Egypt will never be the 
same…”

Here on campus, there 
are strong opinions as 
well.  “It is great for 
Egypt and the Middle 
East…Mubarak was a 
dictator…and after 30 
years years he is leav-
ing, because the Egyp-
tians were brave enough 
to stand up,” said 
Sharifa Hagi, a Gross-
mont student of Yemeni 
descent who hopes that 
the events in Egypt 
will encourage change 
in other places, among 
which she named Ye-

men, Tunisia, Somalia 
and Sudan.

Egyptian-American Dr. 
Sonia Ghattas-Soliman, 
Grossmont instructor of 
Arabic, Arabic club ad-
visor and Arabic, French 
and Italian coordinator 
said the following:

“As an Egyptian-Amer-
ican, it is with great 
pride and admiration, 
that I witness the results 
of the Egyptian people’s 
determination.

“Today, is a memorable 
day for Egypt and a 
remarkable tribute to 
the people of Egypt. It 
took only eighteen days 
for the Egyptians, men 

and women, young and 
old to force Mubarak’ s 
resignation.

“…Egypt has regained 
its dignity and it’s a new 
beginning for this great 
country. The eyes of the 
World are on Egypt and 
its people, wishing them 
a peaceful and smooth 
transition.

“While the road ahead 
will not be an easy one, 
let’s hope that the same 
commitment and de-
termination that united 
the Egyptians will lead 
them to a bright future.”

Lindquist is managing editor 
of the GC Summit; email him 
at russl@gcsummit.com

Campus reacts to Mubarak’s resignation

Thursday,  Feb. 24

RAIN ART–”Rain 
Events and Related In-
vestigations,” an exhibit 
by art professor Jim Wil-
sterman ends today at 
the Hyde Art Gallery on 
campus. Contact: (619) 
644-7299.

PRESENTATION – Ap-
pearance by the Buffalo 
Soldiers, Noon, Main 
Quad as part of Black 
History Month.

MEN’S BASEBALL-
The Jaguar Classic will 
be held through to-
day. Game four against 
Compton will be held at 

Compton College today 
at 2pm.  This season’s 
schedule includes ad-
ditional games on Feb. 
25, 26; March 1, 3, 5, 8, 
10, 12, 15, 17. For infor-
mation call head coach 
Randy Abshier: (619) 
644-7044.

Friday, Feb. 25

MUSIC – Performance by 
Prof. Randall Tweed, and 
Ken Anderson at 7:30 p.m. 
in room 220 of building 
26, the Grossmont Gos-
pel Choir and the Master 
Chorale, 7:30 p.m.

(Please send your event to russl@gcsummit.com for listing. Be sure to include your organization’s name, time and the date of the 
event, place of event, description of event, person who can be contacted about event, and phone or email for contact person.)

The Griffin Calendar
Thursday, February 24 - Thursday, March 17

GROSSMONT COLLEGE 
– The ongoing budget 
difficulties facing Cali-
fornia colleges can only 
result in three kinds of 
outcomes for students: 
bad, terrible, and dev-
astating, according to 
Christopher Enders,  
president of Associated 
Students of Grossmont 

College (ASGC). 

“Right now we can han-
dle bad, we’re preparing 
for terrible, but we don’t 
know what we’re going 
to do for devastating.” 

He made these and other 
comments in an interview 
with GCSummit contribu-

tor Ilia Evans and videog-
rapher and MCOM 132 
student Earnest Carter.
Enders, who is also the Stu-
dent Trustee representing 
Grossmont College on the 
district school board, sees 
a large part of his job now 
as being an advocate for 
students in today’s tough 
budgetary climate. 

To this end he will be 
traveling  to Washington 
DC and to Sacramento, 
California, to meet with 
politicians whose deci-
sions could have major 
impact on students.

Enders’ remarks can be 
seen on video at 
www.GCSummit.com

Student president speaks out on budget cuts
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GROSSMONT COLLEGE-
The construction tableau 
changes from week-to-
week, even from day-to-
day as work crews rebuild, 
refurbish and revitalize 
the campus.  Photogra-

pher Bobby Sanchez took 
a walk on campus on the 
first week of class to check 
out the progress. If you 
walk on campus today, 
you can see changes from 
these photos.

Photographer essays campus construction

(Right) Machines parked in the walking area in front of the tech mall. Shovels 
and other tools laying around walking area. (Below) Cafeteria zone 2 on the 
East side of campus. (Bottom) “The dirt highway.” Photos by Robert Sanchez  
            | Summit photo editor

By Alexis Tittle

LA MESA– 
The movie 
Black Swan is 
a story about 

the epic lengths one bal-
lerina (Natalie Portman) 
goes not to play, but to 
become, her part. Her 
journey is not an easy one 
as she has to deal with an 
overbearing mother who 
is always invading her 
privacy. Her instructor 
also repeatedly  pushes 
her to “be the part.”

To make things even 
more spicy, Mila Kunis 
plays her understudy 

and competition for the 
leading role. This movie 
takes so many unexpected 
twists you’re not sure 
what will happen next. 
Make sure to see this 
movie if you’re thinking 
of becoming an actress,  
studying film analysis, or 
have a passion for dance. 
This movie is sure to 
impress.

At Sunday’s Academy 
Awards ceremony, Black 
Swan will vie in five ma-
jor categories: Best pic-
ture, Best leading actress, 
cinematography, directing 
and film editing.

Tittle is a student in Media Comm 

GROSSMONT COLLEGE 
— Natalie Portman will 
win the 2011 Oscar for  
best actress for Black 
Swan, and Christian Bale 
will take the best support-
ing actor award for his 
work in The Fighter, said 
Christopher Enders. 

The current president of 
the Associated Students 
of Grossmont College, 
dancer, and movie fan 
made these predictions 
about  Sunday, Feb. 27,  
Academy Awards during a 
recent interiew with  GC-
Summit contributor Ilia 
Evans and videographer 
and MCOM 132 student 
Earnest Carter.

Enders declined to make 
other predictions, saying 

he had not seen all the 
nominated movies yet, 
something he said was 
key to successful Oscar 
predicting. But he did note 
the performances of both 
Portman portraying a bal-
let dancer and Bale play-
ing a drug-addicted boxer 
both involved strenuous 
physical transformations 
and journeys.  He said 
that voting members of 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
have historically looked 
very favorably at actors 
who “take the audience 
with them through their 
comp comcompcompli-
cated journey.”

Agree with Christopher? 
Take our poll at 
www.gcsummit.com

ASGC President Enders talks OscarsMovie Review:
“Black Swan”

By Leon Goodrum

EL CAJON –- 
The Roommate 
features Gossip 
Girl star Leigh-

ton Meester and rising 
star Minka Kelly as two 
roommates whose seem-
ingly normal shared-liv-
ing turns both obsessive 
and deadly.

The film is a familiar horror 
for anyone who has had the 
pleasure of rooming with a 
random dorm-mate, or may 
be preparing to transfer to a 
4-year college.  Worse than 

someone who leaves  toe 
nail clippings in the room, 
or leftover food on the desk,  
Rebecca (Leighton Meester) 
is wicked and dark.

Sara Mathews (Minka 
Kelly) enters her first year 
at the fictional University 
of Los Angeles and, be-
cause of her model looks, 
instantly gains friendship 
with Tracy Morgan (Aly-
son Michalka) and a frat 
boy, Stephen (Sam Gigan-
det) .  Then her roommate, 
Rebecca,  instantly decides 
that she and Sara should be 
“BFF’s.”

In Rebecca’s attempt to 
gain the friendship that she 
deeply desires, she will do 
anything – from blackmail, 
ripped belly button rings, to 
dead cats – to be ever more 
cruel and twisted to Sara.  
How far will Rebecca go to 
ensure the forever of their 
friendship?  I guess you will 
have to see for yourself.

Overall, the film was an 
okay watch, although I 
was disappointed with the 
imagery of underage girls  
being let into clubs to drink, 
because, as they themselves 

say, they are “hot.”   The 
Roommate still has a fair 
amount of true suspense and 
a heavy amount of girl-
gone-loco.  It will leave you 
satisfied, as long as you do 
not go in expecting to see 
the world’s best thriller.

The Roommate:
2.5 out of 5 stars (teen movie)
Genre: Suspense, Thriller
Stars: Minka Kelly and 
Leighton Meester
Director: Christian E. 
Christiansen (Oscar Nominated)
Rated: PG-13

Goodrum is a student in 
MCOMM 132; his email is  le-

Movie Review: “The Roommate” - 2.5 stars
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GROSSMONT COLLEGE–
Grossmont College has 
a diverse assortment 
of student clubs that 
enable people to pursue 
(and combine) academ-
ic and social interests. 
The Spring 2011 club 
fair, held Tuesday and 
Wednesday, February 

8 and 9, in the Main 
Quad, featured many 
of these clubs reach-
ing out to prospective 
members. 

GCSummit photo editor 
Robert Sanchez was 
there as well to take 
some pictures.

Pictures from the Grossmont Club Fair

(TOP LEFT) Kyle, Kurt and Heather from Grossmont Circle K. (Left) Me-
gan Meyer, vice president of the Grossmont Arabic Club, translates student 
names into Arabic script. (Below) A faculty member’s name in Arabic. 
Photos by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor

By Russ Lindquist

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE- 
Sara, a Grossmont 

student, was attacked in 
broad daylight and in 
front of her friends on 
February 8.  Eye-witness 
Tanya Barho, the victim’s 
cousin said of the attacker, 
“The girl seemed high.”

Campus Police Officers 
Frank Laveaga and Bashir 
Abdi responded to the 
assault which occurred at 
about 3:30pm, in front of 

the tech-mall.  The offi-
cers were unable to com-
ment, having left to search 
for the attacker who, ac-
cording to witness Barho, 
“kept asking my [cousin] 
if she knew her.”

Of the incident, Barho 
said, “Inside the tech mall 
she was just trying to pret-
ty much befriend us – she 
kept asking my cousin to 
exchange phone numbers 
with her, but then outside, 
my cousin was saying bye 
to her friend, then turned 
around to look at me, and 

the girl punched her in the 
face, yelled at my cousin, 
and ran.”

Barho described the 
attacker as female, ap-
proximately 5’5-5’6; very 
thin; hair that was short, 
damaged, dirty blonde; 
big dark blue round eyes; 
wearing a nose ring; 
Caucasian-American; and 
probably in her early 20’s; 
clothes: a flowing, big 
fuchsia shirt and a plain 
white tank top under; dark 
blue skinny jeans; she 
was wearing crystal heart 

earrings and had a lot of 
random necklaces on.

Because the confrontation 
began inside the tech-
mall, there is a chance 
that someone may be able 
to step forward and iden-
tify the attacker.  Anyone 
with information should 
contact campus police 
(619.644.7654).

Lindquist is managing editor 
of the GC Summit; email 
him at russl@gcsummit.com

Assaulted student needs help to find her attacker

We welcome volunteer journalists
Contact Editor-in-Chief William Dudley at williamd@gcsummit.com



leys. It took the Majors two 
years after that before they 
realized the genius of this 
invention, he said.

Similarly, the  invention of 
shin guards and the base-
ball helmet can be attrib-
uted to the Negro League.  
At the time considered odd 
additions, they are now re-
garded as required protec-
tive gear, he said.

Motley currently  is 
producing a documentary 
for PBS, due out this 
year, The Negro Baseball 
Leagues—An American 
Legacy. He showed a ten-

minute introduction to the 
piece with many of the 
living players telling their 
stories. Motley’s website, 
www.byronmotley.com,  
provides updates as to 
the projected release of 
the documentary.

Motley also co-authored a 
book with his father, Ruling 
Over Monarchs, Giants 
and Stars. It chronicles the 
life of his father,  growing 
up in a nation plagued by 
racism, and as an umpire in 
the Negro League.

Streeper is a student in MCOMM 
132; email her at angelas@
gcsummit.com

Negro Baseball League ...
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By Russell Lindquist

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE– 
If human life 
is important 

then the subject about 
which Grossmont’s 
own Dr. Wendy Stewart 
spoke at length is easily 
among the most impor-
tant topics imaginable: 
the water-shortages in 
Africa.  These shortages 
are the #1 cause of death 
in the world, killing an 
estimated 12 million 
people each year - most-
ly children.

The #1 cause of death in 
the world is dehydration.  
However, the death-
by-dehydration often 
comes not from from a 
lack of water but from 
the drinking of undrink-
able water. This causes 
serious diarrhea which 
dehydrates the person’s 
body, causing a terribly 
painful death.

The most alarming part: 
water is - in many cases 
- readily available, even 
closer to the surface than 
water here in the U.S.  
This means that shallow, 
relatively inexpensive 

wells could save mil-
lions of lives in Africa 
each year.

As part of the campus’ 
observance of Black 
History Month, Dr. 
Stewart gave the presen-
tation entitled “A Drop 
in the Bucket.”  The title 
derives from the popu-
lar axiom which asserts 
– approximately – that 
“it is each little drop of 
rainwater that helps to 
fill the bucket.”

It was fitting to the title 
of the presentation that I 
was one of only five stu-

dents who attended the 
Feb. 11 event (Dr. John 
Colson – Vice President, 
Student Services also 
attended).  The sparse 
attendance should serve, 
of course, as a reminder 
of the axiom itself: We 
few drops in the bucket 
of awareness can make a 
difference.

For those who have 
questions and/or are 
interested in joining the 
cause, email Wendy.
Stewart@gcccd.edu.

Lindquist is Managing Editor 
of the GC Summit; email him at 
RussL@gcsummit.com.

How to help save millions of lives each year

By Alexis Tittle and 
Earnest Carter

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE – 
When the Gos-
pel Choir and 
Master Chorale 
perform, it will 
not simply be 
a matter of 
entertainment.  
According to 

Director Ken Anderson, 
Gospel is part and parcel of 
Black History, which has 
been celebrated on campus 
all this month.  The perfor-
mance will be at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, Feb.25, in Room 
220 of Building 26.

Anderson said Negro 
spirituals sung by slaves 
were the basis for Gospel. 
The songs praised God, and 
some were “code songs,” in 
which biblical figures were 
code names for various abo-
litionists, including Harriet 
Tubman who established the 
Underground Railroad, An-
derson said.  “The River Jor-
dan” in this context referred 
to the Ohio River, north of 
which lay freedom.

“When they sang about go-
ing to heaven or the Prom-
ised Land, [these were] code 
names for freedom,” Ander-
son added.  “In these songs, 
they told each other this is 

when and where and how 
we are going to get away.

“Through this system of 
communication, the under-
ground system was successful 
in freeing slaves,” he added. 
“Gospel music comes along 
a little later but even through 
the streets of America – dur-
ing what was known as the 
‘Civil Rights Movement’ – 
not all Gospel music was just 
for Sunday morning.  

“They sang these songs 
with their arms crossed and 
their hands clasped – sing-
ing together songs like “We 
Shall Overcome” and “Ain’t 
Nobody Gonna Turn Me 

Around,” [while] walking 
through the streets of Ameri-
ca holding her accountable 
to justice and liberty for all.” 

“So Gospel is not just church 
music ,” Anderson con-
cluded.  The Gospel Choir 
and Master Chorale will give 
a second “Black History 
Month” performance at 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 26, at  
Faith Chapel Church of God 
in Christ, 4999 Holly Dr., 
San Diego.

Tittle and Carter are reporters 
for the GC Summit.  They may be 
reached respectively at alexist@
gcsummit.com and earnestc@
gcsummit.com 

Gospel choir performs for Black History Month
By Earnest Carter and 
Alexis Tittle

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE 
-- The 14th 
of this month 
was Valen-
tine’s Day and 
besides being 
Black History 
Month, Febru-
ary is the unof-

ficial month of love. These 
days, couples or soon-to-
be couples are short on 
both cash and options for 
good dates.

We decided to find out what 
people on campus think 
is a good first date.  A few 

times, we got the expected 
answer of ‘dinner and a 
movie’; we also got many 
unique answers. 

Some of the more ro-
mantic answers were 
when Ruth Uzoagu said, 
“somewhere candle lit;” 
and Rosie D’ Agostino, “if 
you’re with someone you 
really want to be with then 
it doesn’t really matter 
what the date is.” 

Charity Butler responded: 
“A nice walk on a beach, 
nice dinner movie, or 
even a home cooked 
meal, I mean a really nice 
romantic one.”

Some people were already 
coupled on campus so we 
asked them what their first 
date was like. Louis Pe-
cox and Imani Jordan met 
in a sports environment. 
Pexoc said, “we went to the 
basketball courts and we 
played basketball.”

Another couple, Christian 
Paus and Nicole Go, had a 
more relaxed idea of a date.  
Go said, “I just like to hang 
out, watch a movie at home 
-- not really an ideal type 
date person.” 

From the ladies came 
unique answers. Tawnya 
Brown said a good first 
date is “to a car show 

and pizza.”  While Jen-
nie Ellgen stated, “to go 
to a concert.”

In contrast, the men on 
campus had more tradi-
tional answers. Cameron 
Hinckley said “nice res-
taurant, maybe a movie, 
go back to my house for a 
couple of drinks.” Brandon 
Haines said, “dinner and a 
movie, classic.” Dominic 
Bowser responded a first 
date includes, “food and 
just has to be a really good 
looking girl --that’s all!”

Carter and Tittle are reporters 
for the GC Summit.  They may be 
reached respectively at earnestc@
gcsummit.com and alexist@
gcsummit.com 

Byron Motley outside of the Tech Mall.         Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor

Students share thoughts on ideal first date

Continued from page 10
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GROSSMONT COLLEGE 
– The International 
Club, according to its 
website (www.gross-
mont.edu/international-
club), aims to “promote 
friendship and under-
standing among students 
from different cultures.” 
Members include both 
international and Ameri-

can students. In the last 
months of 2010, Gross-
mont College photog-
rapher Stephen Harvey 
joined the Club on some 
of its outings.

More photographs can be 
seen at http://gcsummit.
wordpress.com/category/con-
tributors/stephen-harvey/

International Club photos by Stephen Harvey

Int’l Bus Trip to UCLA, Santa Monica & Hollywood, September 2010.         Photo by Stephen Harvey

International Club Shark Snorkeling, September 2010.                     Photo by Stephen Harvey

International Club hikes Mission Trails, October 2010.                      Photo by Stephen Harvey International Club at the San Diego Zoo, August 2010.                              Photo by Stephen Harvey

International Club Fall Festival Yakisoba FundRaiser, November 2010.         Photo by Stephen Harvey

By Angela Streeper

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE — 
Byron Motley 
is a writer, pro-
ducer, musician 

and actor. He told Gross-
mont College students 
earlier this month that he 
considers  his father, Bob, 
a former umpire of the 
Negro Baseball League,  
to be a legend. 

The League was estab-
lished in 1920, when the 
African-American commu-
nity finally found a way to 
play – professionally – the 
All-American past time of 
baseball.  “They were not 
in it for money or fame, but 
they just wanted to play the 
game,” said  Motley, who 
on Tuesday, Feb. 8, was the 
first speaker in the cam-
pus’s observance  of Black 
History Month.

It all began with seven 
teams.   By the time 
Jackie Robinson finally 
broke Major League 
Baseball’s color-barrier, 
the Negro League had 
grown to 150 teams.   
According to Motley, 
many Negro League 
players state that Robin-
son was not one of their 
best; nonetheless, he 
was the Major League’s 
Player of the Year in 
1947, his rookie year.

Some people may not real-
ize that Robinson was not 
actually the first African-
American in Major League 
Baseball. In 1889, a player 
named Moses “Fleetwood” 
Walker played for one year. 
He was removed due to ris-
ing racial tension, and from 
that point on professional 
baseball was a segregated 
industry. Motley said.

Motley also spoke of every 
Negro Baseball League 
player feeling like he had 
something to prove.  They 
hit harder, ran faster, all to 
prove that they belonged 
on the field.  During the 
season, players got roughly 
$1000-1500 per month, 
and received nothing in the 
off-season, so many play-
ers had regular jobs when 
not playing ball.

Among the stand-out 
players was Leroy 
“Satchel” Paige who, at 
$30,000-40,000 a year, 
was the highest paid 
Negro Baseball League 
player of the time.  But 
his pay came at a price: 
he went where he was 
called, playing for any 
team.   Paige was the sec-
ond to be signed to the 
Majors, and at 42, helped 
the Cleveland Indians to 
win the World Series. 

Another great of whom 

Motley spoke was Josh 
Gibson.  Known as the 
“Brown Bambino of Base-
ball,” it was rumored, in 
a league that did not keep 
records,  that he hit over 75 
home runs in 1931 alone.  
Gibson passed away just 
months before Robinson 
signed with the Dodgers.

Motley proudly spoke of 
his father, the only umpire 
from the Negro Baseball 
League still living. While 

showing a photograph of 
his father, he smiled and 
spoke of how these men 
played for love of a game.  
They animated them-
selves to get the crowds 
amped as well.

The League was innova-
tive. In 1931, the first game 
at night was played when 
an owner rigged a few 
trucks with lights on pul-

Negro Baseball League players were innovators

Byron Motley in the Main Quad             Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summitphoto editor

Continued on next page
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By Russell Lindquist

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE — 
Eric S. Smith 
spoke to scores 

of GC students Monday, 
Feb. 14 as part of the 
school’s observance of 
Black History Month.  
Smith’s was a message 
of optimism amidst a life 
filled with challenge.

He concluded his speech 
by reading a section 
of his book, which he 
prefaced with the follow-
ing words:  “I am about 
to read some of my own 
words, and just remem-
ber: you have words too.  
You each have some-
thing to say.  And never 
think that your words are 
any less important than 
someone else’s.” 

The following excerpt 
from the foreword of 
From Crack to Clergy 
is featured foremost on 
Smith’s website, www.
FromCracktoClergy.com:

Provoking Thoughts by 
Eric Smith tells the story 
of Eric’s life in the South 
where he struggles to 
conquer a severe stut-
ter. Readers will feel 
his pain and triumph as 
he faces each day with 
inner courage while 
poverty robs him,  fears 
chase him, people deny 
him, racism embraces 
him, and drugs finally 
control him. Also within 
the book are many 
poems that ask ques-
tions and challenge each 
reader to think in new 
ways. Eric founded the 

non-profit organizations, 
The Loving Care Center 
that serves the elderly 
confined to skilled nurs-
ing facilities and the 
Loving Care Outreach 
Church that serves the 
public, particularly those 
in need. Eric currently 

owns a full service paint-
ing company called The 
Caring Painters. In ad-
dition, Eric is a disabled 
veteran business owner. 

Lindquist is the managing 
editor of the Gcsummit, a 
student in MCOMM 132; email 
him at russl@gcsummit.com

“From Crack to Clergy” - Eric S. Smith

By Corey Streeper

GROSSMONT 
COLLEGE —
What does Black 
History Month 

mean?  Perhaps that all 
depends on how much you 
know about Black History. 
Arguably the most notable 
moments in Black History 
would be the abolition of 
slavery and the civil rights 
movement.

The truth is those are very 
important moments in 
getting the United States 
to where it is today.  One 
could wonder how much 
longer slavery would have 
lasted if Harriet Tub-

man had never started the 
Underground Railroad, or 
if Abraham Lincoln never 
decided to write the Eman-
cipation Proclamation.

Would African Americans 
have the rights they have 
today if Martin Luther 
King Jr. or Rosa Parks had 
not stood up for what they 
believed was right? Would 
the government still be 
ignoring the housing-
projects if Spike Lee had 
never made the film, do 
the Right Thing?

When we look, we can obvi-
ously see the changes those 
public figures made to our 
country. Though, to some, 

it may be easy to think that 
Black History only affects 
the African American com-
munity, but is that the case?

Surely music is something 
that affects everyone, but 
did you know country mu-
sic would not be what it is 
today if it were not for blues 
greats like Robert Johnson 
or B.B. King?

How about rock ‘n’ roll? 
Where would it be if Chuck 
Berry had never written 
“Johnny B. Goode” (which 
was the basis for Elvis’ 
change from gospel to 
rock). And consider sports: 
many of the greatest NFL 
and NBA teams would 

never have known victory 
without the addition of Afri-
can American Players.

American history has been 
greatly shaped by African 
Americans, and one thing 
is clear: we would never 
have had the opportunity 
to see an African American 
president in the oval office 
if our ancestors had not 
overcome by struggling to 
make America a better place 
for all people; so, in the end, 
there is an element of black 
history in every facet of 
American life.

Streeper is a student in 
MCOMM 132; email him at 
coreys@gcsummit.com

Commentary: Black history is American history

Eric Smith tells about struggles of life and how not to give up
Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor

Ken Anderson, second from left, poses with members of the Grossmont College Gospel Choir.                   Photo by Michelle Routhieaux

Eric Smith addresses noontime crowd in Main Quad.               Photo by Robert Sanchez | Summit photo editor


