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Hyde Art Gallery showcases the
Fridenmaker 13-See Page 7

Grossmont football drew toughest division in 2010

By William Dudley

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— It could be
argued that the
turning point in
Grossmont’s 2010
football season happened way back in
March.
That was when the Southern
California Football Association
(SCFA) organized its 37 teams
into into three new divisions —
National, Central, and American
— each with two conferences.
Grossmont found itself in the
Southern Conference of the
National Division — the most
competitive of the three.
How competetive was it? National Division teams had a 17-2
record against Central Division teams, and an even more
dominant record against the
American Division, according to
Grossmont coach Mike Jordan.
The result for Grossmont? A
5-0 start while playing nonconference foes, and a 1-4 record
against conference rivals.

In the first half of the season
Grossmont caught a wave of
scoring from its high-powered
offense starring quarterback
Ryan Woods and what receivers’
coach Anuyell Goodwin called
the best group of players he had
coached in a long, long time.
Take away the El Camino game
(which Grossmont won in a
forfeit), and the Griffins averaged almost 49 points a game
while beating San Diego Mesa
College, Southwestern College,
College of the Canyons, and
Orange Coast College. Ryan
tied a school record with six
TD passes in the Southwestern
Game. Grossmont finished the
nonconference part of the season
undefeated and ranked No. 5
among Southern California
community college teams in the
California Community College
Regional State Football Poll.
However, two of the four teams
ranked ahead of Grossmont
were in Grossmont’s new
conference. Grossmont suffered a three-game losing streak
against Saddleback College
(No. 2 in the final regular season

Wide receiver Adrian Ferguson hurdles a Pasadena City defender on his way to the
end zone. | Photo by Andy Wilhelm

Faculty chooses
Sue Gonda as
Senate President
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By Kamri Jackson

Grossmont defensive back Joshua Udeh returns an interception during the 69-34
romp over Pasadena. | Photo by Andy Wilhelm

CCCRSF rankings), defending
state champion Mt. San Antonio
College (No. 1 in the final poll),
and Fullerton (No. 6). Grossmont’s scoring average for those
three games fell to under 19
points. In addition to the tough
competition, quarterback Ryan
Woods was bothered by nagging
leg injuries that knocked him out
of most of the Fullerton game.
The Griffins bounced back scoring 69 points against Pasadena
College, then lost a tough game
to Palomar to finish out the
regular season. Despite the 1-4
conference record, Grossmont
finished tenth in the final regular
season rankings among Southern California teams, and earned
a trip to the Beach Bowl for
the second year in a row. They
were unable to repeat last year’s
victory, however, losing to Santa
Ana College 52-43, and finishing with a 6-5 record.
Linebacker Pat Kelly, the El
Cajon star who sat out last
season with a shoulder injury,
was unanimously voted on the
all-conference first team. Named
to the second team were Woods,

wide receiver Alex McLeland,
offensive tackle Deryck Beveridge, running back Darrin Alix,
lineback Kevin Woods, and defensive lineman Shane Pennix.
Other standout players included defensive backs Ivan
May, Caleb Farrel and Joshua
Udeh, wide receivers Roland
Brooks and Tommy Alexander,
receiver and returner Dontae
Ingraham, offensive lineman
Blake Bullard, defensive lineman Henry Simon, long snapper
Matt Poulin, and kicker Connor
Derby.
Dudley is a student in
MCOMM 132

Running back Darrin Alix breaks a tackle
in game against Pasadena City College. |
Photo by Andy Wilhelm

GROSSMONT COLLEGE–Seldom do we
know of the path taken
by our professors and
campus faculty in order
to stand in front of us
to teach and assist in
shaping our educational
experience.
I was able to delve a
bit into the past of the
recently elected Academic Senate President,
Dr. Sue Gonda, during a
recent interview in her
Tech Mall office decked
out with historic artifacts. Her term-of-office
begins June 2, the day
after Grossmont’s graduation ceremonies.
Born and raised on the
outskirts of Detroit,
Michigan, Gonda traveled to San Diego in
1981, where she worked
as a secretary for over
a decade, until realizing she wanted to earn a
college degree and move
forward in her career and
life-endeavors.
Gonda worked full-time
as a secretary while
going to school. She
obtained a bachelor’s
degree in history at San
Story continued on page 8

Photo:Robert
Sanchez
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Grossmont’s campus diversity at Fall Festival
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GROSSMONT
COLLEGEThe diversity
of our studentpopulation was
on display when
the annual Fall Festival
was celebrated in the Main
Quad, Nov. 2-3.
Among the clubs and group
which participated in the
festival were the Circle K
Club, Grossmont College
Art and Design, Muslim
Student Association, Challenge Club, Japan Club,
Phi Theta Kappa, and the

GROSSMONT COLLEGE—
Three Grossmont women’s
teams ended their seasons
with winning records.

Japan Club (from left) President Melissa Angland, Chair of Culinary Nicole
Steinshauer, and member Emily Raab

College of St. Isidore.

Page 14: Two new faces on the
GCCCD board...
Griffin radio joins chargers
blood drive 13 strait years.

Page 15

Circle K Club, sponsored
by Kiwanis international, is
a collective that encourages
college students to contribute to the community by
helping with local schools
and hospitals, and with
the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts.

Women’s soccer finished
their season on Nov. 23 with
an 11-6-2 record and six
players being honored with
post-season awards.
Women’s volleyball played
their final match of the

season against top-ranked
Cypress at the Southern
California regional playoffs
where they were defeated,
completing their season with
a record of 17-5.
Women’s water polo ended
their season at 21-3 with a win
at the Miramar Jets Classic.
--Staff report

Also, the Circle K Club
helps with many other
events, such as the Diabetes
Walk and the Rock n’ Roll
Marathon.

Page 15 Sports:
Women’s teams post winning
records in three sports
Page 16 Sports: Grossmont
Football drew toughest division

SUMMIT STAFF

Challenge Club is a Christian study group that meets
every Tuesday in Room 525
of Building 55 from 12:15
p.m. to 1 p.m. Presently
“Crazy Love” is the lesson.

Russell Lindquist
Lan Nguyen
Felipe Oliveira
Robert Sanchez
Traci Tripes
Brennan Wasan
Special
Contributors
Jeff Bratt
Andy Wilhelm
Tim Flood
Stephen Harvey

Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District,
8800 Grossmont College Drive,
El Cajon, CA 92020-1799 (619) 644-7010
www.gcccd.edu
Governing Board Members: Rick Alexander, Greg
Barr, Bill Garrett, Mary Kay Rosinski, Deanna Weeks
Student Members: Christopher Enders, Charles
Taylor III
Chancellor: Cindy L. Miles, Ph.D.
Grossmont College President: Sunita V. Cooke, Ph.D.
Cuyamaca College Interim President: Bob Garber

			

Women’s volleyball, water polo and soccer teams all
post winning records for Grossmont College
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Megan McManus serves during a game for Grossmont | Photo by Stephen Harvey

(Above) Freshman Hillary Kerrigan led her team to victory at the Miramar Jets Classic with ten goals | Photo by Steve Harvey

The Art and Design Club
held an Opportunity Drawing (“like a ‘raffle’ but
legal,” according to President Jack White) during the
festival. Prizes included
Dyari Qadir, VP, and Juweria Jeilani of Muslim Student Association

Story continued on page 3

Grossmont midfielder Megan Wills advances the ball | Photo by Andy Wilhelm

Women’s volleyball went undefeated on their home court | Photo by Stephen Harvey
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Two new faces present in the GCCCD board meetings
By William Dudley

EL CAJON–
The Republican
wave sweeping over the
United States
in last Tuesday’s elections did not
reach the GrossmontCuyamaca Community
College District Board.
Voters elected Deborah
Justeson and Edwin Hiel
to the GCCCD Board of
Governors, rejecting two
Republican-endorsed
candidates in the process.
Hiel was elected to Seat 1
with 52.19% of the vote,

defeating Leland R. Ping
and Ryan Lee Baker. He
will take Seat 1 being vacated by Deanna Weeks.
Justeson won Seat 2 with
55.83% of the vote over
Orrin Kole, and will replace Rick Alexander on
the Board of Governors.

Incumbent Gregg Barr ran
unopposed for Seat 3.
Both Justeson and Hiel
were endorsed by and
received financial support
from the American Federation of Teachers Local 131,
the union that represents
faculty at Grossmont-Cuy-

amaca Community College
District. They were also
backed by the San Diego/
Imperial Counties Labor
Council and the San Diego
Democratic Party.
Kole, an Iraqi War veteran,
is a member of the San
Diego Republican Party
Central Committee. Ping
ran with the endorsements
of Republican Assemblyman Joel Anderson and the
Republican Party.
Justeson and Hiel both
have ties to Grossmont
College. Justeson has
been an adjunct instructor in the Mathematics

Department. Hiel was a
counselor for international students at Grossmont;
he now works for San
Diego City College.
Justeson and Hiel will be
sworn into their new positions at the Board’s December 14 meeting.
In other Grossmont-related
election news, Ernie Ewin
was re-elected to a seat on
the La Mesa City Council. Ewin is the executive
director of the Grossmont
College Foundation.

Dudley is a student in
MCOMM 132

Griffin Radio help in Chargers Blood Drive for 13th year in a row
GROSSMONT COLLEGE
(Press Release) — Staff
members of Griffin Radio,
the student-operated, oncampus radio station, will
attend and man their own
exhibit booth at the San
Diego Blood Bank’s Chargers Blood Drive XXXII,
to be held from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov.
30, at the Town and Country Resort Hotel & Convention Center in Mission
Valley. It will be Griffin
Radio’s 13th consecutive year to appear at the
Chargers Blood Drive.
The Chargers Blood Drive
is one of the community’s
longest running and most
successful life-saving

events of the year. Blood
donors at the Chargers
Blood Drive will be
awarded a voucher that
may be redeemed for a
T-shirt, as well as a VIP
wristband for the autograph line. Donors also
will have the opportunity
to purchase an entry to
win a 2011 Honda CRV
or Honda Insight Hybrid,
donated by the Honda
Dealers of San Diego
County, which will be
given away at the Chargers Blood Drive on the
30th. Participants who do
not plan to donate blood,
but would still like to
meet the Chargers and
enjoy the festivities at the
Town and Country will

be charged a $5 entry fee
($1 for children). Blood
donors will be refunded
the admission price after
they donate. Donors will
be treated to a variety of
food, entertainment and
other goodies at the blood
drive. There is also free
parking for donors. For
more information, visit
www.sandiegobloodbank.
org.
Griffin Radio is a practical applications laboratory class at Grossmont
College for students to
learn about on- and off-air
radio and audio production techniques. Students
learn first hand what it
takes to manage, produce

and operate at a radio
station. Students with
Griffin radio over the
years have won multiple
production awards from
the Broadcast Education
Association, a national
professional association
for professors, industry professionals and
graduate students who
are interested in teaching
and research-related to
the electronic media and
multi-media enterprises.
Griffin Radio can be
heard on the World Wide
Web at http://www.grossmont.edu/griffinradio.
Preceding provided by
Grossmont College’s public
information office
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Club diversity on display at Grossmont College campus
Story continued from page 2

paintings by club members. The club meets every
Wednesday, at 3:30 p.m. in
Room 274 of Building 24.
The Muslim Student Association lists as its chief goal
the education of Muslim
and non-Muslim students
about Islam.

sociation meets every
other Tuesday, usually at
12:30pm, in Building 36,
Room 352.

Japan Club members
discuss Japanese culture,
manners, speech, food, film
and clothes, according to
President Melissa Angland.
It meets every Wednesday

awareness to stop gaybashing. The club is
relatively young and still
seeking to raise awareness of the club, in order
to organize future events,
demonstrations, etc.”

Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society President Diedra
Lewis and VP Tina Howell

“There is a lot of misunderstanding about Islam,”
said Club VP Dyari Qadir.
“We have a lot of free
pamphlets and CDs [about
Islam]…for example,
about Jesus: he is a prophet in Islam. If you do not
believe in Jesus [then] you
are not actually Muslim.”
Additionally, she said,
“Many people think Muslim
women are oppressed, and
do not have a voice; but
the opposite is true! When
she covers [her hair], for
example: it is her choice,
[and she does so] to please
God, not to please a man,
not [even] her husband.”
The Muslim Student As-

Thomas Delaney, College of St. Isidore
president
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LGBTSSU President Rebecca Morey,
left, and member Jennifer Gross, right.

join Phi Theta Kappa, a
student needs a minimum
3.5 GPA.
The College of St. Isidore is
an “International Medieval
Studies Club,” according to
Thomas Delany president
of the Grossmont chapter.
The club’s booth displayed
various garb, board-games
and food.

VP Tina Howell, left, and President Diedrea Lewis, of Phi Theta Kappa

around 4:15 p.m.
Rebecca Morey, president
of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered and
Straight Student Union
(LGBTSSU), said, “the
union is about being a safe
place for LGBT people and
straight supporters to meet
and have discussions. Primarily, we want equality.”

attended the festival. Howell emphasized a planned
competition between the
debate teams of Grossmont
College and Palomar College. The topic: “Democratization of information:
power, peril, promise.” To

For more about the College
of St. Isidore, go online to
the Society for Creative
Anachronism (www.sca.
org), and search ‘Kingdom
of Caid.’
Lindquist is a student in
MCOMM132.

Morey said, “We hope to
have a drag king/queen
pageant in December [and]
some of the proceeds from
that will be given as charitable donations” for raising
awareness of the need for
suicide prevention among
homosexuals.
“Also, we are raising

Challenge Club members Mark Nelson and Tristan Warner

Page 4
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Police chief discusses fire safety, parking meters

Trustees Alexander and Weeks receive fond farewell

GROSSMONT COLEGE
— One of the main observations a person comes
out with after a talk with
Grossmont Police Chief
Joel Javines is the incredible variety of issues he
deals with.

CUYAMACA
COLLEGE– It
was “the end
of an era” according to Dr.
Cindy L. Miles,
chancellor of the GrossmontCuyamaca Community College District.

By William Dudley

Two issues touched upon
in a recent news conference with The Summit staff
involved follow-up to September’s brushfire north of
the campus, and the status
of the parking meters on
the loop road between
parking lots 1 and 7.
Regarding the fire,
Javines said that Grossmont has taken several
precautions to ensure that

firefighters can easily
access the area where
the fire occurred. He and
administrator Tim Flood
toured the entire campus
with the El Cajon Fire
Marshal. They examined
areas where fire lanes
could be developed or
improved to ensure that
firefighters have more
convenient access to
brush locations and firefighting equipment.
Grossmont also put in
a new “red, no-parking,
fire-lane that is going
to allow vehicle access” near the gate that
opens from the campus
to the brushland to the
north. It fills temporarily a gap, based on the
Fire Marshal’s review,

and” it is good, but we
want to make it better,”
Javines said. One plan
in the works is to widen
the gate itself. Javines
and the Fire Marshal
also discussed the need
for vegetation and brush
clearance in the areas just
outside the campus.
Regarding parking elsewhere on campus, Javines
confirmed that the parking meters are not coming
back any time soon.
The parking spaces were
removed at the request of
the MTS to ensure room
for its buses. “I know that
as long as the [Griffin
center] construction is going on – which is going to
be 18 months to two years

Police Chief Joel Javines

– there will not be any
additional parking-meters
located there, [because]
we anticipate that the busservice will be in that area
for that time.”
Dudley is a student in
MCOMM 132

No room for this visitor in CSIS classroom
By Tim Flood

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— As I am sure everyone
is aware, we are well into
the demolition phase of the
Griffin Center and Student
and Administrative Services
Building construction projects. In the demolition phase
we have removed some of
the existing landscaping to

The recently relocated gopher snake

prepare for the expansion of
the buildings and to make
way for the new landscaping to be installed. In some
cases this landscaping may
have provided a home to
some of nature’s creatures.

On Tuesday morning, Nov.
16, the CSIS department
discovered a gopher snake
in one of their classrooms.
Since the CSIS class was
already at its class max, we
had to ask the snake to leave.
Donald Crain assisted in
relocating the snake to an
area more conducive to the
snake’s educational needs,
with the offer of priority

registration next semester.

On a serious note, this type
of incident is one we need
to pay attention to and
should serve as a reminder
to all of us that our campus is located at the top
of a mesa surrounded by
natural habitat for all types
of mammals, reptiles and
insects. And as we disturb
internal campus landscape,
we increase the chances
of displacing one of these
natural occupants who may
not be happy about the
relocation process and will
be seeking a new warm,
dry home.

I have asked the custodial
staff to be vigilant and to
ensure that doors are closed
at the start of their shift to
try to mitigate the chances
of an unwanted guest finding its way into one of our
classroom spaces, but we
should all be vigilant as well.
Should you find an unwanted
guest in your classroom, lab,
or office area, please call
the Facilities Office (619644-7797) right away so we
can assist in the relocation
process.
Flood is the vice president
of administrative services at
Grossmont College

By William Dudley

ident Ernie Erwin; George
Gastil, a Lemon Grove
councilmember (and Grossmont history instructor),
and representatives from
the offices of Congressman
Duncan D. Hunter and Assemblyman Joel Anderson.

compaigning for changes
in how government funds
are allocated to community
colleges, and for rallying the
community to support bond
issues that have physically
transformed both Grossmont
and Cuyamaca campuses.

November 16 marked the
final day of a combined
26 years of service for two
Board trustees of the GCCCD: Rick Alexander, trustee since 1990, and Deanna
Weeks, trustee since 2004.
Both chose not to stand for
office in the recent election.
Their contributions were
celebrated at a special reception prior to the regularlyscheduled board meeting on
November 16. Both events
were held at the Cuyamaca
College Student Center, a
building that did not exist
when Alexander and Weeks
first joined the board.
Among the guests were
Grossmont Health District
Board Member Barry Jantz;
La Mesa Councilman and
Grossmont Foundation Pres-

(from left) Student trustee Christopher Enders (kneeling), Joan Alexander (in red),
Rick Alexander, Deanna Weeks, and Dr. John Weeks. | Photo by William Dudley

Weeks and Alexander were
invited to sit and listen to a
parade of speakers sharing
memories, praising their accomplishments, and expressing appreciation for them
and their respective spouses
(Dr. John Weeks and Joan
Alexander). They were
commended for their work
in prioritizing the needs
of students, lobbying and

They were also presented
with various gifts. Chancellor Miles, on behalf of all
district employees, presented Weeks and Alexander with framed photo
collages. Michael Wangler,
Academic Senate president
at Cuyamaca, orated that
body’s official resolutions
recognizing, commending,
and thanking Alexander
and Weeks for their service.
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Grossmont Student Trustee
Christopher Enders, after
giving heartfelt thanks for
what he called his “role
models,” presented on behalf
of the Associated Students at
Grossmont College a computer briefcase for Alexander
(noting that his old one had
a broken handle). On behalf
of Grossmont students, for
Weeks he presented a donation in her name to the Aces
Foundation, an East County
nonprofit group that promotes animal welfare. The
gift visibly moved Weeks.
After listening, Weeks
and Alexander then had a
chance to respond. Weeks
read a Zen fable from one
of her favorite cookbooks.
Alexander grabbed the mike
and managed not to cry,
almost, as he reflected on
how the college district has
grown and developed over
the past 20 years.
Then it was time for the
grand photo op of everyone
there, and adjournment.
Weeks and Alexander had to
attend their last meeting.
Dudley is a student in
MCOMM 132.

Need a new computer? Got $50 to spare for an entire system setup?

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
(Press Release) – Notice is
hereby given that the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community
College District will hold a
public sale of complete computer systems, which includes
a 15” flat panel monitor. The

systems are available at a flat
rate price of $50 cash per system on Friday, December 10,
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

will be available, unless the
number of systems exceeds
the number of buyers. No
laptops are available.

Systems will be sold on a
first come, first-served basis.
Only one system per person

The sale will be conducted at
the district warehouse located
at 8800 Grossmont College

Drive, El Cajon, CA 92020.

Preceding provided by the
Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College Dstrict .
If you have any questions, please
contact the District Warehouse at
619-644-7679.
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Griffin Calendar
NOVEMBER

Tuesday, November 30
BLOOD DRIVE -- Griffin Radio staff members
for the 13th consecutive
year will exhibit at the San
Diego Blood Bank Chargers Blood Drive XXXII
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the Town and Country Resort Hotel and Convention
Center in Mission Valley.
RESTROOMS CLOSURE
-- The restrooms in Griffin
Gate (Building 65) close
today through Dec. 2 for
maintenance. Closest alternative facilities are located
in the modular village
buildings 58H and 58I,
between the EOPS and
Culinary Arts modular
buildings.

The Summit | Tuesday, November 30

Nov. 30 - Dec. 10

menu includes salad; an
intermezzo; entree of herb
seared chicken with mushrooms and red wine sauce,
roasted onion, garlic and
red potato mash and winter
vegetable medley; dessert
and coffee. Fee: $20 per
person. Reserve tickets
via 644-7550 or michele.
martens@gcccd.edu
‘TIME FLIES’ --The Theatre Arts Department presents “Time Flies,” a series
of original one-act plays on
campus at 7:30 p.m. today,
with repeat performances
Dec. 3, 4, 8, 9, 10
and 11. There will also be 2
p.m. performances on Dec.
4 and 11, all in the Stagehouse Theatre on campus.

DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 1
A booth on the 500 Quad
in observance of AIDS
awareness week will be
staffed from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Information
from Grossmont College
Student Health Services
and other agencies will be
distributed.
Thursday, December 2
FIVE-COURSE DINNER
— Grossmont Culinary
Arts students demonstrate
their skills by serving a
five-course dinner outside
Bungalow 58G in parking lot 5, from 5:30 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. Tonight’s

GUITAR — The Grossmont Guitar Guild performs at 8 p.m. in Room
221 of Building 226.
Admission: $10 general,
$8 student.
DRAG SHOW -- The
Grossmont Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender/
Transsexual, Straight
Student Union presents
a talent show, “Griffin
Goes Drag,” at 6:30 p.m.
in Room 220. Proceeds
from advance tickets of
$3 and at the door ducats
of $4 will support events
promoting diversity and
combating stigma, organizers said.

CONCERT-The Grossmont
Symphony Orchestra performs Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet at 2:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. at the Birch
North Park Theatre. Admission: $50 premium, $40
general, $20 student.
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Grossmont’s Campus police: the people behind the badge

By Russell Lindquist

GROSSMONT
COLLEGE-Have
you ever wondered who are the
people behind the
badges of the campus-police
department?

MEN’S BASKETBALL–
The Griffins host the
Grossmont College Invitational Tournament with
games at 2, 4, 6, and 8
p.m.

Saturday, December

Friday, December 3
BALBOA PARK OUTING
– The International Club
heads for Balboa Park to take
advantage of free museums,
holiday decorations and
international foods from
around the world. Contact:
barbara.clark@gcccd.edu

			

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL–Grossmont participates in the Lady Charger
Classic in Cypress through
December 5.

Monday, December 6
ACADEMIC SENATE
— Grossmont College’s
faculty policy body meets
from 11 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.
in the relocated Griffin
Gate in Building 65. Contact: Chris Hill, 644-7342.

Undoubtedly campus-police
fill an important role for safety
here at Grossmont. Faculty
member Jamie Gould, an
instructor in American Sign
Language (ASL) was struck

by a construction work truck,
here on campus, last month.
Who was called? It was
campus-police. (Gould has
since returned to work.)

On Sept. 24, Justin Mullin,
a student, was arrested and
charged with assault on Luma
Shamon, an advisor in the
Financial Aid Office. Who
was called? Of course, it was
campus-police. (Mullin has
since been arraigned, pled
not guilty and faces trial for
charges including Assault.)

Friday, December 10
COMPUTER SALE—

Grossmont Cuyamaca
Community College
District sells surplus
Sunday, December 5
computers, including
15” flat panel monitors,
JAZZ NIGHT -- The Music
for $50 each at the camDepartment presents
students and faculty members pus warehouse, near the
district offices, beginperforming various styles of
ning at 8:30 a.m.
jazz at 6 p.m. in Room 220.

But the officers deal with a lot
more than fighting: campuspolice provide many services
which can go largely unnoticed
by the majority of students:
Did you lock your keys in
your car on campus? Well,
call campus police, and they
will solve that quickly! Did
your car-battery die? Again:
call campus-police; and your
problem will be solved.

Tuesday, December 7
STUDENT READINGS —
Outstnding students of the
Grossmont College Creative Writing Program’s
Fall 2010 semester will
stand and deliver original
works of poetry, fiction,
creative nonfiction and
drama at 7 p.m. in Room
220. Contact: Sydney
Brown, 644-7523.

Occasionally, fights occur on
campus. Even group-fights
happen. Upon hearing this,
some students may say, “Really? Fights? But I never see
fights!” That is the point:
whether stopping a fight,
or diffusing a confrontation
which could otherwise lead
to a fight – campus-police officers are on the job every day,
here on campus.

Campus police chief Joel Javines and campus police supervisor supervisor Frank
Laveaga | Photo by Russ Lindquist

Those are just two of the many
services rendered by campus
police.

Chief Joel Javines directs Public Safety here at Grossmont.
When asked how I or my
fellow students should address
him, he said, “Call me Joel –
that’s my name!”
Besides public servants, the
police are – of course – people.
And each one of them has expressed, to me, a preference for
students to not pass by shyly
but rather to wave, to perhaps
even say, “hi!”
So the next time you see a
campus-police officer, feel
free to wave and say ‘hi’.
Joel Javines will certainly
smile and respond with a ‘hi’
of his own, as will Officers
Bashir Abdi, Marco Bareno,
Kenneth Coleman, Sylvester
Jones, Ryan Montalvan, Chris
Nanquil, Mark Rensink and
Hector Schlemmer, as well as
Supervisors Frank Laveaga
and Dave Peralto.
Lindquist is a student in
MCOMM 132

Grossmont dance breaks boundaries with sold out performance
By Xavier Green

GROSSMONT
COLLEGE —
Thursday November 4, 2010
was the sold-out
opening of Breaking Boundaries by Grossmont
College Dance Students.
This production was student
run with choreography done by
students with the help of faculty.
This was a great show that
showcases art of the students.
There were twelve different

mind-blowing acts and each
dance piece was unique and
tasteful. Many different dance
genres were represented.

The show ended November 7th.
If you missed the performance,
stop by the dance department
and pre-order you DVD copy of
the show, which Felipe Oliveira
and I filmed and edited. A video
of the performance is also posted on gcsummit.wordpress.com
and can be found by searching
“Breaking Boundaries.”
Green and Oliveira are students in
MCOMM 132
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Commentary: Taking another look at Sodexo
By Russell Lindquist

GROSSMONT
COLLEGE— For
those students
who abhor Sodexo, the solution could be simple: get your
daily allotment of exercise.
Within 15 minutes of walking
(a 30-minute round-trip), we
students have a lot of food options available to us.
Carl’s Jr., McDonalds, Taco
Bell, Jack-in-the-Box, Papa
John’s and Wendy’s are all
within a 15-minute walk from
Grossmont. Don’t want “fast
food?” Vons, Albertsons and
Rite Aid also are within 15
minutes of campus. “Parking
woes” should deter no one
from alternatives to Sodexo.
Walk is good for you.
Fitness professionals agree,
virtually unanimously, that all
people should get a minimum
30 minutes of exercise per day
and that walking is among
the best exercises for overall
health.
Previously, it had come to light
that complaints were made
about the prices and quality of
the food provided by Sodexo
here on campus.
Edwin Cruz, vice president
of the Associated Students of
Grossmont College (ASGC),
compiled complaints and coordinated a program by which
dissatisfied students (and satisfied students) couldcontribute
to a body of concerns for the
purpose of seeking change at
Sodexo.
I spoke with Cruz, after The

Summit’s previous article regarding Sodexo. He said that,
“each complaint that we receive represents [many complaints which go un-voiced].”
I agreed, but also insisted that
people who feel service is bad
are far more likely to fill out a
card than are those who have
acceptable, even delightful –
service.

So it seems that solely using
complaint-forms is inadequate
for accurately reflecting the average student experience with
Sodexo. For this reason, I went
out and randomly interviewed
several of my fellow students,
over the course of about an hour.
What follows are their respective comments about the quality
of the food, the prices and the
service:
“I got a chicken sandwich, the
food’s really good…and the
service was fine…” – Jesse Hall.
“The line was really long…
once I got to the front, they
were really nice. Sometimes, I
feel rushed” – Lindsey Nelson
“Food was really good – better
than I expected…price was a
little steep, [but] not too expensive – not enough to scare me
away. Service? It was pretty
standard.” – AJ Thomasson
“I got fruit and cheese. It
was good. I don’t like Swiss
cheese, but the rest was good.
[The price] was fine – it was
less than three bucks. [The
service] was really good.” –
Brittney Mason.
“They need more variety.

Price? Kind of steep. Service
was alright. Usually it’s really
good, but today, fair.” – Amber
Lewallen.
As to a policy against microwave use by those who had
not purchased something,
Jorge Perez, a Sodexo employee said the following:

Sodexo cooks, from left: Gabriela
Vasquez, Alex Valenzuela, Ulises Mercado

“We are just following orders,
so [when] people get mad at
us, there is nothing I can do,
it’s not my call.” Cruz agreed
that the ASGC’s microwave
would be a viable alternative to
Sodexo’s microwave which is no
longer available.
Sodexo is a transitional
food-service operation for
Grossmont, and its set-up is
temporary. Sodexo employees have being operating under
circumstances which are lessthan-ideal.
It was earlier reported that,
“Some students [are] saying
customer service has been
poor and even rude, and that
employees who did provide
good service have been let
go.” Rumors aside, Sodexo
employees are people, not
rumor-fodder.
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As a critical thinker, I would
like to see substantiated the
rumor that Sodexo ‘keeps its
rude employees and fires its
employees who provide good
service.’ If students dislike
the selection, service and the
prices of Sodexo, then an effective alternative to Sodexo’s
campus-offerings would be
to get that daily half-hour of
exercise, and walk to one of
the many nearby businesses
for food. However, if Sodexo
serves the majority of students
well, then the cries of ‘foul,’
though loud, are simply not
representative of the average
student’s experience with Sodexo, and the concerns raised
should be addressed but from
within a more realistic context.
Manuel Lorenzo is the former
manager at Sodexo’s Grossmont location and the current
manager of Sodexo’s Cuyamaca operaion. “Commentcards are here and we always
appreciate feedback, whether
good or bad,” he said, “I
respond to concerns personally. Noting the space on the
comment cards available for a
response to concerns, Lorenzo
said, “often that space is too
little, so I attach a separate page
for [the commenter]…and if
they give their email, I just
send them a response by email,
hopefully the same day…
Some even include their phone
number, with their comment, so
I call them!”
Lindquist is a student in
MCOMM 132

Register for MCOMM 132. Help put out The Summit magazine and GCSummit.com
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“Door Stop On A Stick’ helps wheelchair-bound
By Robert Sanchez
GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— The Occupational Therapy
Association
(OTA) held its
annual assistive
technology show
on Tuesday night, Nov. 16, in
the health science complex.
Instructor Darlene Cook assigned students to find clients
with disabilities or hardships, then interview them
to learn what some of the
main problems were in their
lives and how these problems
obstructed their abilities to
do day-to-day activities. Next
they were to invent devices

to help clients with those
activities, while keeping the
cost of the device under $20.
Its components should be
made of common materials.
Student Mike Hanna encountered a client with a form
of cerebral palsy, who had
difficulties in his wheelchair
going in and out of doors. All
too often, the doors would
slam on him before he could
navigate his chair all the way
through the doorway.
In response, Hanna invented
the “Door Stop on a Stick.”
A device made of a standard
door stop, a two-foot-long
wood dowel, rope, glue and
Velcro. It was designed to be

Mike Hanna displays his Door Stop On A Stick | Photo by Robert Sanchez

jammed into the doorway by
the client then withdrawn by
a rope after the wheelchair
passed through.

just one of many inventions
that were there at the OTA
Annual Assistive Technology
show.

The invention cost Hanna
$11.25 in materials. Hanna’s
“Door Stop On A Stick” was

Sanchez is a student in
MCOMM 132.

SAN DIEGO – This city has
several qualities which many
would claim set it apart from
any other city. The beautiful
weather is one– and another is
its Mexican cuisine.
Let’s be honest, we are truly
fortunate to have amazing
access to such great Mexican
food. Although this may hold
true for most San Diegans, the
vegetarian and vegan often find
it a bit tricky to locate the right
taco shop that will appease our
dining needs and expectations.
Pokez (pronounced po-keys), is
a Mexican vegetarian eatery at
947 E Street in downtown. It is
sure to please the veg foodie.

Pokez has been one of my
favorite Mexican restaurants for
years and continues to serve up
lard-free beans, tortilla chips,
and tofu dishes which are never
cooked in the same oil as meat.
Rest assured, veggies – Pokez
“got you!”
The other weekend, I took a
friend visiting from Chicago to
Pokez in the hopes of pleasing
her taco desires.
My friend was intrigued by
walls which are flooded by the
works of various street artists,
an ambiance that is truly an
urban cultural feast for the eyes.
Murals of Che Guevara, Martin
Luther King and the Virgin of
Guadalupe are examples of the
spirit which the eatery brings to
the downtown scene.

We decided to order one of my
favorites– the Vegan taco. This
taco is comprised of beans,
brown rice, avocado, lettuce,
and tomatoes, all cupped inside
of a lovely, homemade, flaky
and crunchy taco shell.

Veggies, fret not about inviting your carnivorous friends
along. The menu not only
serves the veggie, but the
meat eater as well. There are
Tortas, enchiladas, and burritos that you can choose to be
wrapped in flour, whole wheat
or spinach tortillas, to name
just a few of the lovely varieties on the menu.
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Story and photos by
Robert Sanchez

But for many people who
attended the opening of
“Still Photographers” on
Tuesday Nov. 16, this
exhibit packed an extra
emotional wallop. The
exhibiton was a reunion for
the last photography class
of 1972 that the late Chuck
Fridenmaker had taught
right before his sudden
death at the age of 31.
Surveying 115 works
in the gallery, one of
Fridenmaker’s former
students, Alfred Pagano,
said there is a piece of
Chuck Fridenmaker in
every one of the images.

Fridenmaker had a strong
influence on each of the
13 photographers featured
in this show, including
Grossmont College’s
photo lab technician Susan
Richardson. She said that
one of the most important
things that Fridenmaker
had taught this group was
that photographers need
“to see the whole thing.”
Walking around the gallery and hearing stories
about Fridenmaker and
the class’s experiences
really opened my eyes as
a photographer. I had the
chance to talk to some
of the artists on exhibit,
who are still working in
photography, and received
some great advice.
For example, Pagano,
who helped assemble the
exhibit, advised me: “Always carry your camera.
Entertainment is always
free.” He explained that
photographers will walk
around and make pictues
of things that most other

‘Still Photographers’ opening night crowd

people will just walk by.
He also recommended that
photographers, “make a
statement and say something about life and maybe
about yourself.”
After viewing the show
and its wide range of tonal
zones, I’d like to strongly
encourage Grossmont

College students to check
out “Still Photographers.”
Whether you are a photographer or not, it’s something well worth seeing.
The show runs through
December 16.
Sanchez is a student in
MCOMM 132.

The eatery is known for the
eclectic crowd it brings in, from
the urban skater or hipster, to
the international tourist or
downtown business man.
Support local health-conscious
eateries and I promise, it will be
worth the few dollars.
Jackson is a student in
MCOMM 132
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Photographer’s soul shines through 115 images in Fridenmaker show
GROSSMONT
COLLEGE —
From student
and faculty
exhibits to those
of invited artists,
the Hyde Art Gallery has
had some amazing shows
over the years.

Restaurant review: Pokez offers a Mexican vegetarian feast
By Kamri Jackson

			

A show featuring 13 students of Charles Fridenmaker

Alfred Pagano, former student of Charles Fridenmaker
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Student with disability among the most active on campus

Faculty chooses Sue Gonda...
Story continued from page 1

Diego State University.
She went on to UCLA,
and was granted a master’s Degree and Doctorate in American Legal
History and Women’s
History respectively.
Gonda’s collegiate experience was no cake-walk,
nor close to the conventional college student’s
story. It took her six
years to complete her
bachelor’s degree, and
she was 34 when she received it. She continued
to work earnestly, even
at times taking frowned-

“‘What’s best for
the students?’ is the
question that will
always be in my
mind,” Gonda said.

upon jobs, such as cleaning bathrooms in order
to get through graduate
school.
She began teaching six
classes while working on
her doctoral dissertation.
“It was nuts,” as she put
it. It was her first year
teaching and she was eager to finish her dissertation. “I knew that if I
didn’t do it then, I would
never do it.” So, she
held strong and ended up
earning her doctorates
from UCLA. It was “totally worth it,” she said.

“I love my life.”

By Alexis Jacquett

Her “life” is that of both
being a history professor
and serving us college
students through various
activities. In 1996, she
came to Grossmont College, and within her first
year became a full-time
professor. In fact,Gonda
brought the American
Women’s History course
to Grossmont College.

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
–Deidrea Lewis is one of
the most active students
notwithstanding a disability
and a work injury, which
limit her mobility. She has
osteoarthritis, which is a
joint disease.

During our interview, she
showed me a textbook
that she may use for the
upcoming semester, Too
Heavy a Load : Black
Women in Defense of
Themselves, by Deborah
White. The book covers the history of Black
American Women activists between 1894-1994.
In addition to her teaching, Gonda has served as
acting dean of English
and Social Behavioral
Sciences, and also has
devoted attention to the
Student Success Committee and the Curriculum
Committee. The latter deals with creating,
updating, or changing
aspects of courses provided at Grossmont.
Gonda states that she has
been well prepared to
serve as president for the
Senate, noting that she
served as vice president
prior to this year’s elections.

Page 9
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“My disability does affect my weight, a lot, but
I’ve always been a chubby
girl, and struggled with my
weight.” said Lewis. She is
working on having weight
loss surgery but has been
delaying the procedure
because she doesn’t want to
miss school.

Sue Gonda in her artifact-filled office | Photo by Kamri Jackson

“‘What’s best for the
students?’ is the question
that will always be in my
mind,” Gonda said. At
the moment, the college
is looking at different
strategies to prepare students for more success in
their overall education.
“Cross discipline” prerequisites in English and
Math are being considered by several departments so that students
have competency in reading, writing and math in
order to be successful in
college-level courses.

coursencuts are planned
for next year. In fact,
Gonda stated, this year’s
funding “wasn’t as bad
as predicted.”

According to the Academic Senate’s current
knowledge, no additional

Jackson is a student in
MCOMM 132

Nevertheless, no matter how grim or unsure
our future may be as a
campus, my impression
was that with faculty and
staff such as Dr. Gonda
putting our interests
first, that, like her text
book title, we won’t have
“too heavy a load” to
progress in our endeavors.

A wife, mother, singer, a
teacher’s aide, Lewis, 47, is
also president of the honors
society, Phi Theta Kappa.
Her daughter is 22 years old.
Lewis sings in the Grossmont College Gospel Choir,

and the Cuyamaca Rock,
Pop and Soul Ensemble. She
has been singing for over
40 years and got her start at
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church in Ennis, Texas.
A teacher’s aide for sociology professor Gregg Robinson, Lewis grades papers
and coordinates study sessions for the students.
In addition, Lewis is a recipient of the $1,000 Osher
Scholarship, a grant from
the Bernard Osher Foundation to help students with
expenses beyond registration fees.
Lewis said that she was a
homeless single parent in
1990 when she came to
California. She had lost her
job at a Hard Rock Café in
Texas and the only help she
was receiving was from her
mother. She came to California with her two-year-old

Deidrea Lewis addresses a crowd at a rally in front of the Tech Mall.

daughter and a backpack
full of dreams.

taking Physical Education
classes.

She said that she came to
California to pursue her
dreams of going to college, which at that time was
more than affordable. She
has over 150 credits from
Grossmont and is planning to transfer to SDSU
by Spring 2011. She also
will continue at Grossmont,

Lewis said her main goal
in life is to be an inspiration. She said “I only come
around this way once, and if
I could give a smile to you
then I have done my job.”
Jacquett is a student in
MCOMM 132

The campus scene: Some stop-action bike riding
By Robert Sanchez

GROSSMONT
COLLEGE –
Student Henry
Young, a competitive bike
rider, pedaled
across a portion of campus on Thursday, Nov.
4, as a clicking camera
followed his every movement. No, he wasn’t in a
race – he was helping a
photography student Dee

C. complete a project on
stop-action photography.

Dee C. had her Olympus
Rangefinder camera and
Alien Bee strobe lights
stratregically positioned
to catch every second of
Young’s progress near
Building 20 on his singlespeed specialized bike.
The point of the project
was for Dee C. to practice
the integration of natural
and strobe lighting.

Henry Young rides a bike on campus as Dee C. films in stop action

In the bargain, Young got
some exercise.

Sanchez is a student in
MCOMM132

