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Oh, Freedom! Civil Rights icons visit Grossmont

Related story on page 4
By Alexis Tittle
and William Dudley

GROSSMONT COLLEGE —The phrase
“living history” exactly
describes what more than
200 people witnessed at
Grossmont College on
Thursday, March 17, at an
event that made campus
history in its own right.
The history lesson
taught concerned the
1961 Mississippi Freedom Riders who, 50 years
ago, risked beatings and
jail for defying local segregation rules in interstate
busses and railways.
When the governing
authorities in Mississippi
decided to arrest all Freedom Riders in an effort to
quash the movement, the
activists responded by enlisting hundreds of people
from around the country
to join the effort and flood
the jails. In total, 329 riders converged on Jackson,
Mississippi, where they
were arrested, and sent to
jail, or (when local jails
were full) to a Mississippi
state prison.
In 2004 photojournalist Eric Etheridge came
Continued on page 8

Former Freedom Rider Robert Singleton signs an autograph at campus event | photo by Robert Sanchez
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Photo essay: After the rain reigned on campus

Photos and story
by Robert Sanchez
GROSSMONT COLLEGE --

A day after a storm earlier
this month, cement walkways
throughout the campus were
slick with cold, still puddles
and covered with gritty dirt and
leaves abruptly separated by
the wind from trees. You could
even feel the brisk chill breeze
shifting through hallways.
With the skies clearing, and
the sun peeking its warmth
through the dark, diffuse
clouds, Grossmont College had
fresh, crisp light glimmering
off its railings, illuminating the
leftover droplets.
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Miles outlines possible budget cut scenarios

Editor’s Note: Chancellor
Cindy Miles sent this letter
by email last week to faculty
and staff of Grossmont College and Cuyamaca College.
She gave permission for us
to excerpt it, noting that
“there’s a bigger story to
tell to students to help them
prepare. We’re convening a
group to develop a communication plan to help students
understand and cope with
what is coming.”

By Chancellor Cindy Miles

EL CAJON— Dear Colleagues.
As we keep a close eye on
Sacramento, the lyrics to a Tom
Petty song come to mind: “The
waiting is the hardest part.” ...
our planning is filled with ambiguities and what-ifs. We must
prepare for everything from a
merely terrible budget to making
devastating cuts.

next” rollercoaster of rising
and falling hopes for the state
budget. Gov. Jerry Brown is
still trying to break the budget
impasse and garner the handful
of remaining votes he needs to
place the question of tax extensions on a June ballot. We hope
voters will be allowed to decide
on the future of their state, but it
remains unclear whether that’s
going to happen.

In the last couple of weeks, it’s
been an “up one day, down the

Once we know about the fate
of the tax extension, we can ...

focus on what we need to do
to remain viable for the future.
Until the Legislature votes, I
urge you to redouble your efforts
to contact lawmakers ... about
the state budget ...
We know for sure that our
students will suffer. On March
24, Gov. Brown signed ... a bill
cutting $400 million from the
state’s community colleges ...
Students will be paying $36
per credit unit instead of $26.
Classes will be scarcer and even
harder to get into.
Governor Brown says that
much, much deeper cuts to core
services like education and
public safety will have to be
made if the tax extension is not
approved.
We know that even with a tax
extension, we will be facing the
toughest times in our history.
Without the extension, we’ll be
forced to make gut-wrenching
choices to remain viable for the
future ...
We know we can no longer
depend on the state for reliable
funding. With added payment
deferrals in the bills passed last
week, we don’t know when
we’ll get even the few dollars
promised ...

PAY OFF

YOUR EDUCATION
Tuition costs shouldn’t stop you from reaching your goals in life.
By joining the Army National Guard, you’ll receive the money you
need to help pay for college as well as the skills and training you
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NIA
through college, with the Army National Guard, you can!
C ALIFOR
rd
nt Standa
State Fo ns Regular
Sa
Font: Gill
.25
Outline:
Size: 24pt
32
Tracking:
110%
al Scale:
Horizont
e: 105%
al
Sc
al
ic
Vert

SFC Cristina Leavitt 619-212-5249
NATIONALGUARD.com • 1-800-GO-GUARD
AMS-02_6x7_Leavitt.indd 1

We didn’t get funding for 201011 until the end of October – not
to mention that the state has
come back for the last two years
and reduced our prior year’s
funding even after the year
ended! ... So, while we know
that we are dealing with the
worst budget ever, let me again
reassure you that we have no
plans for layoffs and we are not
considering this option as we
work with our budget councils
and employee groups to solve
Continued on page 12
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Congressman recalls Freedom Rides
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By William Dudley

So I am trying get started
on my brilliant editorial this
Monday when Grossmont
counselor T. Ford knocks
on the door and tells me that
Congressman Bob Filner is
about to arrive on campus.
Filner was one of 329 Civil
Rights “Freedom Riders”
who fifty years ago were
arrested in Jackson, Mississippi for “breach of peace.”
The “breach” in question
was to ride a bus from Nashville to Jackson in a raciallyintegrated group.
“Breach of Peace” is also
the title of a book by Eric
Etheridge and the title of the
Grossmont College event
that is the subject of this issue’s cover story. That event
featured two more Freedom
Riders – Robert and Helen
Singleton. They rode the
train (not the bus) from New
Orleans to Jackson, but
ended up in the same place
as Filner – the Mississippi
State Penitentiary.
The Congressman came
dressed casually in blue shirt
and jeans and treated the
small crowd (which included
included Grossmont President Sunita Cooke) to a brief
inspirational lecture on the
events of fifty years ago.
The lesson of that event was
that it is important for people
“to understand your own
power” to effect change with

nonviolent ways – if they try,
and they believe that they
can succeed.
Perhaps a similar lesson has just been taught
us again with the recent
ouster of Egyptian leader
Hosni Mubarak (another
story in this issue, by the
way). People, many of them
young, gather together without violence to seek change
based on fundamental ideas
of fairness and human rights.
Could something similar to

stituent’s house from being
foreclosed on. Not only
did the sheriff fail to show,
but the bank decided not to
foreclose and to work out an
arrangement instead (Filner
sounded a bit wistful that no
one actually went to jail).
Like the Freedom Riders,
the people who participated
were left with the feeling of
“wow, we did something.”
What if 100,000 kids
showed up in Washington “to demand restoration of Pell Grants,” he

Congressman Filner in Building 20 / Photo by Stephen Harvey

the Freedom Rides happen
today in this country? Or, as
my instructor asked Filner,
are there causes today that
students could (should?) go
to jail for?
There are “thousands of
opportunities” for student
protest and mischief, he said
(with a sideways glance to
President Cooke). Filner
spoke of organizing a mass
“sit-in” to prevent a con-

asked. What if the United
States after the 9/11 attacks dropped supplies
and aid from airplanes to
the Afghanistan people
rather than bombs? What
if thousands of Elmos
showed up to protest
Republican-proposed cuts
to public television and
radio? “There’s still room
for this kind of stuff.”
Dudley is editor-in-chief of
the GC Summit
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Forum speakers weigh Arab readiness for democracy

By William Dudley

equal strategic importance.

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— The ouster of Egyptian
leader Hosni Mubarak and
other dramatic recent events
in surrounding nations have
raised much interest (and
some worries) among Americans. Responding to such interest, the Grossmont Arabic
Club sponsored “The Arab
World Today,” a forum held
on campus on March 7.

Zahara Samir followed with a
brief presentation on Morocco, a country on the northwest
coast of Africa. Since February 20 of this year, its cities
have been the sites of political
protest gatherings held every
Sunday. The Moroccan government said 37,000 people
participated in the first protest
– a gross underestimate, according to Samir.

Grossmont College Arabic
instructors gave presentations and took questions and
answers from the audience
of approximately 40 people.
Many of the audience members were themselves part of
Grossmont’s sizeable Arabic
student community. Others,
such as librarian Michelle
Blackman, were there to sate
their “insatiable curiosity”
about what was happening.
The instructors who participated in the forum all hailed
from different countries.
They included Dr. Sonia
Ghattas-Soliman (Egypt),
Jiryes Haddad (Jordan),
Yousra Quideimat (Palestinian territories) and Zahara
Samir (Morocco).

In the sometimes freewheeling session that followed,
the presenters and the audience discussed a wide range
of issues and questions.
Were the protests fueled by
anti-Americanism? Haddad
answered that the protesters
were simply seeking freedom
and dignity. Did the Saudi
Arabian government treat its
people better than its neighbors (and thus avoid what
happened in Egypt)? Some
audience members believed it
did; others strongly disagreed.
Should America use its military to create a no-fly zone in
Libya? Haddad argued that
U.S. failure to do this was a
“crime” that enables Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi to
bomb his own people in order
to stay in power. [Since this
event, the United States has
joined with NATO allies attack the Libyan military and
create a no-fly zone].

Ghattas-Soliman began the
presentation by noting that
when most outsiders think
of the Middle East, the first
thing that comes to mind is
oil. However, she argued that
strategic waterways, including the Suez Canal, are of

ARAB DELICACIES — Foods popular in Arab countries were
sold on campus March 24 by the Arabic Club | GCSummit Videophoto

by perennial Middle East
controversies, including the
Israeli/Palestinian conflict
(the only solution, according to Haddad, is two sideby-side states). The situation
in Iraq was also discussed,
with at least one student arguing that the Iraqi people
were better off under U.S.deposed dictator Saddam
Hussein, and that Iraq’s
current government gave
too much freedom to “the
wrong people.”

Samir said that secularism
was not a foreign concept for
Arabs and that she strongly
“resented” the idea that this
goal should simply be written
off because the Arab people
were not ready or unsuited for
living in a democracy.

Perhaps the key question
posed by an audience member was when, if ever, will
Arab countries such as Egypt
have a “secular democratic
system.” Ghattas-Soliman
argued that the “hardest thing
is to change people’s minds”
and that habits ingrained by
years of autocratic rule might
Predictably some of the dis- take a long time to overcome.
cussion was taken up

Event organizers Youssef AlShanti and Megan Meyer,
president and vice president of
the Grossmont Arabic Club,
expressed satisfaction at how
the forum turned out and said
there was a good chance they
would sponsor similar events
in the near future.

Haddad noted that the Egyptian people had already taken
a large step in that direction
by compelling Mubarak to
step down “without breaking
a window.”

Dudley is editor-in-chief of
the GC Summit
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World-circling aviator tells adventures

By Xavier Green

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— Bob Gannon made a
visit on March 10 to students studying English as a
Second Language at Grossmont College to tell his
story about traveling around
the world in 10 years.
Bob got his pilot’s license
in 1992, and soon after

Bob Gannon addresses Grossmont
ESL class | Photo by Xavier Green

embarked on an-around-the
world-journey. The bachelor pilot has flown around
the world many times.

In his first global jaunt from
San Diego, he headed east
to fly to Paris, France “I figured Lindbergh flew there,
why can’t I?” Gannon told
students in the class taught
by Mimi Pollack.
Seventy airports and twenty
countries later, he crashed
Lady Luck in Kenya. So,
in 2000 he purchased a
1968 Cessna 182, that he
named Lucky Lady Too out
of respect for the first plane
that got wrecked. For this
trip he headed out west and
traveled first to Hawaii, and
then southwest to Christmas Island, today part of
the nation of Kiribati.
“This was an island discovered by explorers on boats

on Christmas day,” Gannon
explained.

by France and the other half
owned by England.”

From Christmas Island he
followed a zigzag route to
Tahiti, The Cook Islands,
Samoa, Tonga, and Fiji.
He went scuba diving with
two other friends off Fiji’s
Kudavu Island. When the
divers surfaced, there was
no scuba diving boat and he
was caught in the middle of
a storm.

“One thing about traveling the world is, you get
to see other people’s belief
systems.”

After being rescued from
sea, he continue on his journey onto Norfolk Island,
New Zealand, Australia and
from there he proceeded to
New Caledonia and up to
Vanuatu. Formerly known
as New Herbrides, Vanuatu
during its colonial period
had “the only condominium
government in the world.
Condominium meaning
half the country was owned

In telling about his experiences, Gannon talked
about the cities he visited
that the students were from.
As he continued with his
story. you could see that
the ESL students were very
interested in what he had to
say about his travels.
“I encourage you all to
never give up on your goals
because one day you can
look back at your journey
and share it with others,”
Gannon concluded.
Green is a Media Comm
132 student

Campus radio covers Grossmont baseball
By Nicolle Fedor
GROSSMONT COLLEGE — Did you know
that Grossmont College
owns and operates a fully
functional radio station?
Yes, it’s true! As part of
the Media Communication’s degree curriculum,
the Department offers
a class, MCOM 119,
sections A-D, in which
students learn about on

and off-air radio/audio
production techniques and
what it takes to manage,
produce and operate a
radio station.

Grossmont baseball home
games. Announcing the
games are Grossmont students Vince Ruffino and
Andrew Vasquez.

Griffin Radio may
be accessed online at
grossmont.edu/griffinradio

In addition to play-by-play
coverage, the radio station’s promotion workers
(aka Griffin Girls) will
be interviewing featured
players and giving away
customized “Player
Packs” to fans attending

This spring, MCOM119,
better known as Griffin Radio, is providing
live radio coverage of all

at Noel Mickelson field.
Attendees will have the
opportunity to win these
great swag bags by correctly answering baseballthemed trivia questions
throughout the game. The
contest is sponsored by
Grossmont College and
Griffin Radio.
Nicolle Fedor is an
MCOMM 119 student.
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ASGC elections set for April 11-12 voting

By William Dudley

GROSSMONT COLLEGE
— Eleven students have
put themselves forward as
candidates for Associated
Students at Grossmont College (ASGC) positions.

There are only two contested elections this cycle. Edwin Cruz and Cheryl-Anne
Phillips are both running
for ASGC president. Emma
Carrillo and Sicarra Devers
are competing to become
director of publicity.

For the second straight year,
their student peers will use
Internet voting to select
them. Grossmont students
will have a 48-hour window
to vote via their electronic
accounts on April 11-12.

Samantha Elliot (Executive Secretary of Student
Legislation), Ivan Guitierrez (Director of Campus
Activities), Dyan Keeling
(Vice President), and Arianna Nevins (Comptroller)

are all running for their
positions unopposed.

In addition, Christopher
Foskett and Kevin Garcia
are running to be board
members of the ASGC.
Current ASGC President
Christopher Enders is running to retain his position as
a Student Trustee with the
Grossmont and Cuyamacca
Community College Governing Board.
The election campaign offi-

cially kicks off on April 4 and
5 with campaigning at the
Quad. Candidates will have
the opportunity to address
students directly at the event,
sponsored by the Grossmont
Office of Student Affairs and
Griffin Radio.
More information on the
election as it develops can
be found at the ASGC website and at GCSummit.com.
Dudley is editor-in-chief of the
GC Summit

Grossmont’s multi-cultural faces

Photo by Russ Lindquist

Japanese students collected
funds on campus for victims
of the 9.0 earthquake and
tsunami that killed thousands
and left many more homeless.

Videophoto by Earnest Carter

Former San Diego Mayor
Dick Murphy (above) and
Grossmont College instructor Don Harrison unveiled a
plaque honoring Louis Rose,

Photo by Dan Schaffer

San Diego’s first Jewish
settler, at the former Naval
Training Center.

At left, Nicholle Fedor is
interviewed by Taylor Harris
and joined by DJ Dev at a
St. Patrick’s day event on
campus to raise funds for
Griffin Radio, the Grossmont
College campus radio station.
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Oh, Freedom! Civil Rights icons visit ...

Continued from page 1
across the mug shots
taken of all the Freedom
Riders arrested in Jackson
that spring and summer.
He embarked on a multiyear project of tracking
down all the riders then
photographing and interviewing them. His book
Breach of Peace, published in 2008, includes
photographs of eightynine of the riders. Inside
the book’s jacket flap are
mug shots of every rider,
including San Diego’s
local Congressman Bob
Filner.
The history of this
particular chapter of the
American civil rights
movement came to life in
several ways during the
evening. It was enlivened
during the music perfor-

mances of the Grossmont
Gospel Choir and the vocal
ensemble Redeemed. It
was animated with the
presentation of Etheridge’s
photographs and documentary film. T. Ford of the
Grossmont College counseling department emceed
the program, assisted by
Media Communications
Chair William Snead.
But history came alive
most of all when two
of the Freedom Riders
documented in Etheridge’s
book took the stage themselves. Robert (Bob) and
Helen Singleton drove
down from their Los Angeles home to tell the Grossmont audience what led
them as a young married
couple attending college
to become civil rights
activists and to be incarcer-

Eric Etheridge, T. Ford (holding a copy of Breach of Peace), photography professor Suda House, and Helen and Bob Singleton | photo by Robert Sanchez

ated in a Mississippi State
prison that summer.
In the question and
answer session, Helen
told of when she was
separated from everyone
and jailed in a dirty cell.
A rat crawled in her cell
and ran up a pipe. She
was so frightened by this

Past activisim meets its future version; Grossmont students Katrina Piliaris (left) and J’Terrell
Moore (right) pose with Helen and Bob Singleton. | photo by Robert Sanchez

she took the trash in her
cell and stuffed it in the
pipe so the rat would not
return. Robert Singleton
explained the best parts of
the Freedom Rides were
the songs they would sing
to uplift their sprits.

Continued on next page

Grossmont students apply to
join Freedom Riders reenactment
GROSSMONT COLLEGE—
Among the people recognized
at the Breach of Peace event
were Grossmont students
J’Terrell Moore and Katrina
Piliaris. Both students had applied for the 2011 Student Freedom Ride, a 50th -anniversary
reenactment of the Freedom
Rides that will retrace much of
the original route from Washington, DC to Jackson, Mississippi. Forty college students
will join with original Freedom
Riders on the journey which
will run from May 6 to 16. An
announcement on which students will be chosen from the
national pool of applicants will
be made on April 7.
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Sponsored by Grossmont
College’s World Arts
& Cultures Committee
(WACC), the event drew
a standing-room-only
crowd in the 252-person
capacity lecture hall in
Room 26-220. Among
the attendees were Grossmont students, faculty
and staff, and members
of the community. Jerry
Moore Sr. brought along
his fourth-grade daughter,
Makaylah, as a surprise
for the young girl/writer/
black history student.
Event organizer T. Ford
intimated that there were
even other Freedom
Riders in the audience,
but they chose to remain
incognito. (Dr. Juanita
Brown was one of the
gospel choir singers.)
The evening’s events
were festive. Food and
drink were provided by
the Grossmont student
arts council and the photography department. The
gospel choir performed

The Summit

					

Breach of Peace author Eric Etheridge looks to Helen Singleton’s 1961 police photo | photo by Robert Sanchez

and Eric Overstreet, Carl
Overstreet, Herb Sims
and Theotis Duncan of
the group Redeemed sang
songs that the Freedom
Riders themselves sang.
Etheridge’s book was
sold-out and many people
stood in line to get autographs of the author and
the Singletons (both of
whom are featured on the
book’s cover).

Want to learn more?

The sum total of the
event was a fascinating
lesson in how social conditions, growing-up experiences, and individual character can combine to create
a special historic moment
when seemingly insurmountable walls of social
injustice can be breached by
the efforts of a determined
and idealistic few.
Ford called the evening
store has copies of Breach of
“a great collaborative

The photography program will
have photographs from Breach
of Peace on display until Spring
Break at Building 20. Mug
shots are on display besides the
northern entrance.
The Grossmont campus book-

– William Dudley

“Breach of Peace” refers to the
official charge brought in Mississippi against the Freedom
Riders who challenged the segregation of the 1960s. Here are
some options for learning more
about the Civil Rights Movement that helped transform race
relations in the United States:

Page 9

Peace available for purchase.
Information about the book
is available at www.breachofpeace.com. The documentary 1961 Freedom Riders,
excerpts of which were shown
Thursday, will be shown on
KBPS in May 2011.
The Singletons, along with other Freedom Riders, will be flying to Chicago at the invitation
of Oprah Winfrey for a special
taping of her show on April 28;
the episode is scheduled to air
on May 4, 2011.

interdisciplinary event”
that brought together
multiple departments
and programs, including
photography, counseling,
history, political science,
media communications,
women’s studies, crosscultural studies, and
child development. “A
great moment for Grossmont College.”
Tittle and Dudley are
MCOMM 132 students.

Robert and Helen Singleton look on prior to getting on stage to tell
their story of going to prison for civil rights | photo by Robert Sanchez
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San Diego celebrates Persian new year

By Russell Lindquist

SAN DIEGO — Thousands
of people with ties to Iranian
culture visited together Sunday, March 28, in and around
the House of Iran, within the
House of Pacific Relations
at Balboa Park, for a daylong Jashn (Farsi, meaning
“celebration”) for the 7th day
of Nowrouz (Farsi, translated
“new day” but signifying,
in this context, “new year”).
Jashn for Nowrouz spans 13
days, beginning on the first
day of spring. (For 2011,
Nowrouz is from March 21st
until April 2nd.)
DJ Al and DJ Mohsen –
among others – respectively
played Iranian pop-music as,
at any given time, scores of
attendees would sporadically
break into dance for a song or
two then simply stop in place
– all the while conversing
amongst each other.
Several Grossmont students
of Persian descent attended
the event. Among them were
Maniya “Maryam” Ghahramani, Mojdeh Badiei and
Seena Haeri. Of Nowrouz,
Ghahramani said that meeting with relatives and friends
was the best part. Badiei
said, “I always enjoy Nowrouz because sometimes a
whole year will pass without
a visit from certain family
or friends, but they always
visit for Nowrouz!” Haeri

Grossmont student Mojdeh Badiei waves outside the House of Iran in Balboa Park | photo by Russell Lindquist

beamed that, “Nowrouz is
great because there are so
many parties and so much
good times! I love Persian
culture and the community
and I’m always glad to be
out enjoying the company of
other Persians.”
Elaheh, a eleven-year-old
Perisan girl – born in Iran
but living in Ohio – was at
the event and said, “I like
that Nowrouz has so much
celebrating and
gift-giving with family and
friends.” She also mentioned that she was enjoying the event (but said that
some young kids – such
as her sister, Hanieh – do
not like the event). Eightyear-old Hanieh said, “the
music’s too loud!”
The girls’ mother, Mahtab

said (in Farsi, translated
by Elaheh) that among her
favorite parts of Nowrouz
is “Sabzeh” (wheat, barley,
mung bean or lentil sprouts
growing in a dish, symbolising rebirth) that is one of
seven items of haft-sin, a
traditional table setting of
Nowruz. Some variations
exist but the typical list of
haft-sin is as follows:

ing old-age and patience.

Sabzeh - wheat, barley, mung
bean or lentil sprouts growing in a dish - symbolizing
rebirth; Samanu - sweet pudding made from wheat germ
- symbolizing affluence;
Senjed - dried oleaster fruit symbolizing love; Sir - garlic
- symbolizing medicine; Sib
- apples - symbolizing beauty
and health; Somaq - sumac
fruit - symbolizing sunrise;
Serkeh - vinegar - symboliz-

Kebab – an all-time favorite
of Persian food – was served
at several stands throughout
the event which was was
coordinated by the House of
Iran in conjunction with the
House of Pacific Relations,
according to Arya Zeighmania, a delegate of the House
of Iran.

The girls’ father, Behyar
said (in Farsi, translated by
Elaheh) that his absolutely
favorite part of Nowrouz is
ajeel (a mix of nuts and seeds
especially served for Nowrouz). Behyar mentions also
that he eats so much oajeel
that his doctor has actually
advised that he cut-down.

Lindquist is Managing Editor
of the GCSummit.
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Fliers solicit murder; police arrest suspect
By Russell Lindquist
GROSSMONT COLLEGE —
On March 25, various localnews stations made base camps
at Grossmont.
They had hoped to hear from
Grossmont faculty and staff
regarding an alleged murder-forhire plot wherein a Spring Valley
resident, later identified as Domingos Jose Oliveira is alleged
to have posted fliers on campus
with an aim to find someone to
kill his daughter’s boyfriend.
Oliveira has been arrested and,
according to FOX5 news, was
booked into county jail.
KUSI News reported that, “An
East County man who allegedly
offered a $3,000 bounty for the
‘dead or alive’ capture of his
teenage daughter’s sex-offender
boyfriend was jailed Friday on
suspicion of solicitation of murder,” According to the website
for KUSI News.
“Detectives arrested Domingos

Jose Oliveira, 50, at his Spring
Valley home about 9 a.m., several hours after serving a search
warrant at the Roadside Place
residence, according to police.
“Oliveira’s 19-year-old daughter
and her 33-year-old boyfriend, a
registered sex offender, reported
him to authorities after he allegedly posted several home-made
‘reward’ signs at Grossmont
College in La Mesa, Lt. Dan
Willis said.”
The website for FOX5 News San
Diego has published a photograph of the reward-poster, and
reported that, “Domingos Oliveira, 50, was arrested on suspicion
of solicitation for murder at about
9 a.m. after detectives executed a
search warrant at his home in the
10000 block of Roadside Place in
Spring Valley.”
To inform her faculty, Grossmont
College President Sunny Grossmont sent out a faculty-wide
email that reflected the following:
“Colleagues, you may be hearing

or seeing some local news stories
that involve a ‘murder for hire
plot.’ I wanted you to be aware
of this information as an arrest
was made in the Spring Valley
area and news is breaking.

Lindquist is the Managing
Editor of the Grossmont College
Summit.

Cuyamaca completes
library addition

EL CAJON (Press Release) – The nine-year era
of building and renovation
under Proposition R has
come to a close at Cuyamaca College with the
completion of its $4.1 million library expansion.
The 3,950-square-foot
addition to the learning reAnne Krueger, Grossmont
College’s spokeswoman released source center is the last of
a statement which included the
the campus’ new facilities
following: “The Grossmontand building expansions
Cuyamaca Community College
funded through Prop. R,
District police department was
the $207 million facilities
notified after several fliers
bond measure approved by
were found on the Grossmont
College campus several
East County voters in 2002
weeks ago. The district police
to address severe shortages
contacted the La Mesa Police
of classroom and lab space
Department and determined that
at Cuyamaca and Grossthey had already been notified
mont colleges.
about the incident.”
“Privacy regulations prohibit us
from saying whether any of the
parties involved are Grossmont
College Students. Any further
questions or information regarding the case or arrest should be
directed to the La Mesa Police
Department. The suspect, Mr.
Domingos Jose Oliveira, was
arrested.”

Concert commemorates Triangle Fire

By Alexis Jacquett

SAN DIEGO –Two Grossmont College professors
participated in a world premiere cantata performed on
March 23 at San Diego State
University’s Rhapsody Hall.
The concert was the only
public event in San Diego
recognizing a significant
tragedy that helped shape
some of the safety and labor
laws of today.
March 25, 1911, was the day
about 146 women jumped to

their deaths after a fire broke
out in the Triangle Shirtwaist
Company and there was no
other way to leave the eighth,
ninth and tenth floors of the
factory in New York City.
The women who perished
were immigrants from Eastern
and Southern Europe, mostly
Catholic or Jewish, who had
come to America in what Prof
Sue Gonda described as “the
largest migration of people
between continents between
1880-1914.”
Gonda, president of Gross-

mont’s Academic Senate, and
a Women’s History professor, introduced the cantata.
Grossmont guitarist and music
professor Fred Benedetti was
one of the instrumentalists
featured. Other performers include the composer Yale Strom
and Elizabeth Schwartz, Mark
Dresser, and Lou Fanucchi.
Strom is the artist in residence
in the Jewish Studies program
at SDSU. He decided to write a
composition to commemorate
the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire’s
100th Anniversary.

The cantata incorporated poetry
recited in English and Italian,
and poetry sung in Yiddish. The
two Yiddish songs were “Fire
Sacrifices,” which was written
after the fire and “The Calm
Place.” Strom wrote a poem
sung in English called “Stench.”
This cantata was designed to remember and honor the women of
the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. There
are still people today who work in
harsh and unsafe conditions.
Jacquett is taking an independent Media Comm 199 class.
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‘Paul’ good for an extraterrestrial laugh

By Leon Goodrum

government cover-ups.

Paul is the story of Graeme
Willy (Simon Pegg) and
Clive Gollings (Nick Frost),
two friends who, while on
their journey from Comic
Con, run into a rather
unlikely companion: Paul,
an extraterrestrial (voiced
by Seth Rogan). The film
makes fun of American’s
obsession with UFO’s and

Paul and the duo race to
town, while sheltering Paul
in an attempt to hide him
from the US government,
which had held him captive for the past 60 years.
Special Agent Lorenzo Zoil
(Jason Bateman) is tasked
with re-capturing Paul and
will stop at nothing to get
his hands on the spaceman.

Continued from page 3
our problems. Even in a worstcase scenario, we would call on
our employees to help develop
solutions to share the pain of
cost-cutting with our students.

—Reduce benefits costs by
$250,000.
—Reduce supply purchases.

Paul reminds me of ET or
even the 1988 knock off Mac
and Me: it is a quirky film as
many of the Simon Pegg and
Nick Frost films have been.
With guest appearances from
numerous famous faces such
as Justin Reed, Sigourney
Weaver and Jeffery Tambor,
the film is sure to satisfy
in theaters, starting Friday
March 18th. Be sure to go
out and have a laugh.

Rating: 4/5

Rated: R (Rated R for language including sexual references, and some drug use.)
Directed by Greg Motolla
Written by Simon Pegg,
Nick Frost (Hot Fuzz,
Shawn of the Dead)
Starring Seth Rogan, Simon Pegg and Nick Frost.

Miles outlines possible budget cuts ...

We remain wholly committed
to protecting our students and
employees to the utmost of our
abilities. Thanks to our Governing Board’s frugal management
and fiscal stewardship, we are in
a stronger position than most. ...
Next Monday (March 28), our
Districtwide Strategic Planning
& Budget Council (DSP&BC)
will meet again – this time to
define the direction for our 201112 Tentative Budget. We can’t
wait any longer for the state to
act. We’ll plan conservatively
and lobby aggressively for a
better outcome. Following are
some of the initial budget solutions that DSP&BC has already
developed for the three most
likely funding scenarios:
A) The tax extension gets on
the ballot and is approved by
voters ($4.6 million cut).
—Cut more than 600 class
sections (approximately
3,500 students turned away).
—Hold vacant positions
open except for critical hires.
—Reduce services provided
by non-contract employees.

B) No tax extension, Prop.
98 funding remains ($8.1
million cut).
—Cut almost 800 class sections (approximately 5,000

students turned away).
—Drastically reduce hiring
for open positions.
—Drastically cut annual
maintenance, facilities repairs, program initiatives.
—Drastically reduce supply
purchases.
—Reduce benefits costs by

$500,000.
C) No tax extension, Prop.
98 funding suspended ($12.9
million cut).
—Cut more than 1,000
classes (approximately 8,000
students turned away).
—Freeze all but mandated
positions.
—Freeze all accounts immediately.
—Stop supply purchases for
all but indispensable items.
—Reduce benefits costs by
$1 million.
—Work with employee groups
to identify “fair share” solutions.
In addition, other recommendations already brought forward
by employees that are being
considered include ... instituting
voluntary furloughs, voluntary
contribution of large-class
bonuses, cutting summer school,
and closing nonessential facilities. These and other solutions
will be discussed Monday by
DSP&BC. If you have other
ideas, please speak to your representative on the council or
send them directly to us via the
Budget Suggestion Box (budget.
suggestions@gcccd.edu) ...

Cartoon by Leon Goodrum

Miles is chancellor of the
Grossmont-Cuyamaca
Community College District
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Campus walkers dramatize Africa’s water shortage

By Earnest Carter
and Taylor Harris

GROSSMONT COLLEGE —
Bright and early Saturday morning, March 12, the San Diego
alumni chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority and the Umoja
organization from Grossmont
College held a water-thon to raise
money for digging water wells in
Sub-Saharan Africa.
Umoja—meaning unity in
Swahili—is a group here on
campus that promotes student
success, especially for AfricanAmericans; however, the club
welcomes all.
Carrying buckets of water, participants circled around the track,
demonstrating the journey that
women and children of Africa
make daily to access clean water
– a journey that is approximately
3.5 miles each way.
Rachel Thomas, the program
planning and development coach

Students walk on Grossmont’s Athletic Field for Africa | Videophoto by Taylor Harris

said, “We chose Drop in a Bucket
because [while] they’re going to
build a water well, they are also
going to teach the people in the
villages how to maintain (them),
thereby hopefully creating jobs
as well.”
Children also were helping with
the cause. When 10-year-old Breanna was asked why she was out

walking the track carrying buckets full of water she answered,
“We are out here because we are
trying to help people in Africa
have water.”
One of her friends, 10-year-old
Reggie, said that he felt blessed
to have running water in America
because much of the water obtained in Africa is dirty, and when

he walks for Drop in a Bucket it
helps bring better water to Africa.
The purpose of the water-thon
is to promote awareness of the
plight in Africa as well as to raise
money. Both objectives were
achieved this Saturday morning.
Carter and Harris are students in
Media Comm 132

‘Take Me Home Tonight’ an homage to Hughes
By Corey Streeper
Although there are not
many college students
today who were around
for the ‘big hair’ era of
the 80s, our generation
may still enjoy the film
Take Me Home Tonight.
It has all of the classic
80s comedy clichés and
provides a nice homage to filmmaker John
Hughes by calling the
school “Shermer High,”
the same name as the
town in his movies.

If you’ve never seen his
80s films, Hughes was
one of the greatest teen
angst film directors of the
80’s with such flicks to
his credit as The Breakfast Club and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.

Topher Grace does an
outstanding job playing
the ‘uncool’ cool kid. If
you liked Topher in That
70’s Show, you will love
him in Take Me Home
Tonigh t.

In this film, he tries to
Reminiscent of 80s film get the girl by any means
are such antics as steal- necessary– even if it
ing a car, rolling a giant means lying. It also deals
metal ball through town, with the struggles of figuring out what to do after
and the main character
pining after a girl who
college, which is someis obviously out of his
thing any college student
league.
faces after graduation.

Warning for those who
might be offended: there
is nudity and drug use in
this film. In my opinion,
however, this is one of
the better films of the
year thus far. You may
want to obtain a couple
tickets from the student
activities booth with
your student benefit card
and take a friend to see
Take Me Home Tonight.
Streeper is a student in
Media Comm 132.
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Thriller novel pushes the limit on screen

By Leon Goodrum

LA MESA — Limitless is
based on the 2001 techno-thriller novel by Alan
Glynn. The film adaptation focuses on protagonist Eddie Morra (Bradley Cooper), a New York
City writer who doesn't
look the part of someone
who has anything going
for himself. "What kind
of a guy without a drug
or alcohol problem looks
like this?” he asked himself (and the audience) at
the beginning of the film.
Lindy (Abby Cornish),
Morra's love interest in

one of the story’s many
subplots, has recently
dumped the down-andout writer. To add insult
to injury his book deal is
in jeopardy.
Enter Vernon (Johnny
Whitworth) the brother of
Morra's ex-wife Melissa
(Anna Friel). Vernon, an
ex-drug dealer who now
"does some consulting for
a pharmaceutical company," offers Morra a small
pill that will boost his
brain activity from 20%
to 100%. Reluctantly
Morra takes the pill figuring he has nothing to lose

by doing so, and down
the rabbit hole the film
goes as Morra discovers
the power of the small
pill and the dormant ability he has hidden in his
brain.
The film is a fast-paced
trip and is a genuine techno-thriller. Neil Burger’s
visually-stunning direction compliments Leslie
Dixon’s screenplay by
taking the viewer almost
behind the eyes of Eddie
Morra. The film's expressive dark and bright lighting adds to the experience as well. Robert De

Niro and Abbie Cornish
play small but fantastic
supporting roles. The film
is a must-see and might
inspire some of you to go
out and pick up the novel.
With all things powerful comes danger. Will
Eddie Morra come out
unscathed or will the pill
take control of his life?
I guess you will have to
see for yourself.
Rated: R
Directed by Neil Burger
Screen play by Leslie Dixon
Starring Bradley Cooper,
Abbie Cornish, and
Robert De Niro

‘Hamlet’ surprisingly played for laughs

By Corey Streeper

GROSSMONT COLLEGE — It is opening
night and standing just
outside the door to the
Grossmont Stagehouse
Theatre is a large group
of patrons patiently
awaiting the opening of
Hamlet. This Shakespearian classic is definitely
a favorite of this crowd.
Many of the theatregoers
were talking about the
last time they saw this
play, but how would that
evening’s version stack
up to their expectations?
Well from start to fin-

ish, this epic did nothing
less than take our breath
away. Although this is the
first time I have ever seen
Hamlet I was amazed
by how the cast, under
the direction of Jeanette
Thomas, was able to draw
me in.

around the set and he hits
his lines with a humorous attitude that will have
you laughing through the
tears.

Another memorable
player is Kylena Parks
portraying Ophelia, the
daughter of a man Hamlet
Hamlet is about a young
mistakenly kills. Parks’
man who is struggling
vocal talents are on par
with the death of his fawith a professional opther and the turmoil of his eratic performer, and in
mother remarrying his un- addition to her work on
cle. However throughout
campus, she may be seen
the play as Hamlet’s mind in productions at the San
was deteriorating, Jake
Diego Civic Theatre.
Rosko portrays Hamlet as
a man reverting to childFrom the beginning to the
hood. He begins to skip
end there was an element

of light in an otherwise
bleak and dramatic play.
All of the actors’ performances were exceptional.
Hamlet ran at the Stagehouse Theatre through
March 19. It is clear that
the Grossmont College
Theatre Department
has put a lot of hard
work into one of Shakespeare’s best-known
plays, with its famous
“to be or not to be”
soliloquy. It’s clear this
production definitely
was “to be.”
Streeper is a student in Media Comm 132.
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Photos by Stephen Harvey
(Above) Julian Myers swims laps. (Below) From left to right, Cecy Inzunza, Stephanie Hangen and River Crouteau-Hanson dive.

GRIFFIN SPORTS
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A game of love: women’s tennis

(Clockwise from top-left) Taryn Andrews, Jazmin Ortiz, Sharon Reibstein

Photos by Stephen Harvey

